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FOREWORD

In compliance with state statute, the Utah State Board of Educa-
tion is pleased to present this annual compendium of financial 
and statistical data about Utah’s public schools for the 2014–2015 
academic year.

For even the casual reader, there is much to be gleaned from these 
tables. Last fall, 633,896 students (page 2-2) headed off to one or 
more of Utah’s 1,085 public schools (page 2-29). This total includes 
110 charter schools. Roughly one-fifth of Utah’s total population 
attends a public school. The students were met, either in person 
or online, by one or more of Utah’s 27,743 dedicated classroom 
teachers (page 2-35). In the spring, 36,933 of those students gradu-
ated from high school (page 2-16).

Those who dig a little deeper will see that Utah is becoming an 
increasingly diverse state. Nearly a quarter of our students are from 
a racial or ethnic minority group (Page 2-9). But readers will also 
note that the Ogden, Salt Lake, and San Juan School Districts now 
have minority majorities, as do 10 of our charter schools.

Utahns should be pleased that the state’s high school graduation 
rate is climbing and has now reached 84 percent (pages 2-16), but 
should not be satisfied until that number reaches 100 percent.

The 15 members of the Utah State Board of Education believe that 
the foundation of the Utah public education system is to provide 
an opportunity for educational excellence for each Utah student. 
Toward that end, the Board is focused on three imperatives: edu-
cational equity, quality learning, and system values. This report 
is a partial reflection of the work that is being done every day in 
Utah’s public schools to meet that vision.

Sydnee Dickson
Interim State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Sydnee Dickson
Interim State Superintendent

of Public Instruction
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http://www.schools.utah.gov/data/Superintendents-Annual-Report/2015.aspx
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