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Utah Special Education Advisory Panel (USEAP) 
Thank You to the Utah State Board of Education (USBE) on the 

Promotion of Meaningful Inclusionary Practices for Students with Disabilities 

The Utah Special Education Advisory Panel (USEAP) wants to express our appreciation for the 
Board’s commitment to promoting inclusionary practices for students with disabilities. Students 
with disabilities really are general education students first and should be considered when 
planning and implementing any state or school policies or procedures. Like all students, they 
learn best when they are able to be immersed in the general education process. “Meaningful 
inclusive practices” anchor a student with a disability’s education, whenever possible, in the 
general education setting. 

As you know, USEAP is tasked with recommending and commenting on Board policies that 
improve the educational system for students with disabilities. The focus is not from solely a 
legal requirement under IDEA, but on evidence-based practice to providing a quality education 
to students with disabilities. One such evidence-based practice is the meaningful inclusion of 
students with disabilities in general education which means having access to instruction in the 
age- and grade-appropriate Utah Core Standards from a content expert while learning side by 
side with their non-disabled peers. 

We really appreciate the recent efforts by the Board to support and scale up meaningful 
inclusive practices. Some of these steps include supporting a recent trip, by many of the leaders 
at the Utah State Board of Education (USBE), to Washington State for firsthand observations of 
their state’s implementation of inclusive practices for students with disabilities. A Board 
member and a few representatives of this advisory panel were also able to attend. The trip was 
transformative in gaining a vision of the challenges, but also the great opportunities and 
rewards of implementing inclusionary practices. Further, educators and parents across the 
state have had access to high quality professional learning, resources, and materials this 
summer as USBE staff rolled out the Portrait of Meaningful Inclusion (POMI).  The high level of 
registration is also testament to the commitment of all school personnel to better understand 
and better implement inclusive practices for students with disabilities. 

The Board’s actions over the years, in thoughtfully considering and often adopting USEAP’s 
recommendations, inspire, and motivate us. Thank you. As the Board and USEAP each move 
forward in working for students, we are grateful for the Board’s efforts and ask that you 
continue to keep in mind, in all that you do, the challenges and opportunities that arise in 
supporting students with disabilities.  Please continue to support the development and 
dissemination of professional learning, technical assistance, resources, and materials to support 
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and scale up the meaningful inclusion of students with disabilities as we know that such efforts 
will improve educational and postsecondary outcomes for students with disabilities. 

Please also do not hesitate to reach out to us on the best ways that we, as your special 
education advisory panel, can provide support or information for your responsibilities on the 
Board. 

mailto:leah.voorhies@schools.utah.gov



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		USEAP2023MeaningfulInclusion.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


