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Utah ACT Scores Rise for Class of 2021 as National Results Fall 
 

SALT LAKE CITY – The number of Utah students taking the ACT college entrance exam fell by 11 percent 

as schools closed at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, but average composite scores rose from 

20.2 in 2020 to 20.6 this year. Nationally, 22 percent fewer students took the ACT while average 

composite scores dropped from 20.6 to 20.3, according to data released today by ACT. 

Utah students bucked the national trend in individual components of ACT seeing average scores 

rise in English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science while individual test scores fell nationally, ACT noted. 

Utah scores for all racial and ethnic groups except for students who identify as Pacific Islanders also 

rose. Scores for students who are Pacific Islanders slipped from 17.0 in 2020 to 16.7 in 2021. 

Many factors could have contributed to 2021 results. All Utah public school take the ACT, but 

only students who took the 11th grade ACT test in the first testing window of 2020 were able to take the 

test at school due to the statewide soft closure of school buildings. Utah students who were set to take 

the 11th grade ACT test during either of the other two in-school testing windows were given vouchers 

and had to arrange to take the test on one of the ACT national testing dates available through 2020. ACT 

data showed that a disproportionate number of students who identify as other than white or Asian and 
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students who are economically disadvantaged were more likely to be part of the 11 percent who did not 

take the test. On the other side of the equation, ACT also notes that students who take the ACT multiple 

times are more likely to improve their scores and the number of Utah students who took the ACT 

multiple times in 2020 dropped by 36 percent. 

“The past two school years have been challenging for everyone,” said State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction Sydnee Dickson. “The great news of our ACT results is a reflection on the students, 

teachers, and parents who made this happen through their commitment to education.  This year we 

need to continue focusing on ensuring that all students who are age eligible take the ACT which will help 

them expand their choices and opportunities for the future.” 

Utah’s ACT results compared to national results 

 Composite English Math Reading Science 

Utah 2021 20.6 19.7 20.1 21.3 20.8 

Nation 2021 20.3 19.6 19.9 20.9 20.4 

Utah 2020 20.2 19.3 19.7 21.0 20.3 

Nation 2020 20.6 19.9 20.2 21.2 20.6 

 

Percentage of students who met college readiness benchmarks: 

 English Math Reading Science All Four 

Utah 2021 59 38 46 37 26 

Nation 2021 56 36 44 35 25 

Utah 2020 56 34 44 34 23 

Nation 2020 58 37 45 36 26 



Utah 2021 disaggregated ACT scores compared to 2020 results: 

 2021 2020 

All Students 20.6 20.2 

American Indian 16.5 15.8 

Asian 21.9 21.4 

Black/African American 16.5 16.4 

Hispanic/Latino 17.6 17.2 

Pacific Islander 16.7 17.0 

White 21.5 21.3 

Two or more races 21.2 20.8 

 

More information about Utah scores is on the ACT site. 

www.schools.utah.gov 

 

 

 

 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/services-and-resources/data-and-visualization/grad-class-database-2021.html
http://www.schools.utah.gov/

	Utah ACT Scores Rise for Class of 2021 as National Results Fall



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		October13.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Sydnee Dickson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, sydnee.dickson@schools.utah.gov

		Organization: 

		Utah State Board of Education




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 3

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 27

		Failed: 1




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Failed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
