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Innovation 
Education 
Program 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Regulatory Sandbox in Education (S.B. 191, 2022) 
allows a school to implement an innovative education 
program and apply to the State Board of Education for a 
temporary waiver of state board rule to support an 
innovative education program. Under this program, local 
agencies approve proposed plans which are then reported 
to the State Board of Education.  

To date, there have been no approved innovative 
education programs reported to the State Board of 
Education under this program and no related waivers of 
state board rule have been requested. 

BILL OVERVIEW 

 The Regulatory Sandbox in Education bill: 
• permits a district school or charter school to:

o create a plan to implement an innovative
education program (innovation plan); and

o apply to the State Board of Education
(state board) for a waiver of state board
rule;

• to support an innovative education program,
permits a local education agency (LEA) to:

o expend a percentage of state restricted
funding under certain circumstances; and

o accept private grants, loans, gifts,
endowments, devises, or bequests;

• requires a charter school authorizer to amend a
charter school's charter agreement to:

STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENT 

U.C.A. Section 53G-7-221
requires the Utah State Board
of Education (USBE) to submit a
report on approved innovation
plans, waivers of state board
rule granted under Subsection
(7), requested waivers of state
board rule that the state board
does not grant including the
reason for declining to grant the
waiver, innovation plans
terminated under Subsection
(8) including the reason for the
termination, any statutory
provisions that prevent (A) a
local approving body from
approving an innovation plan,
or (B) the state board from
grating a waiver of state board
rule, and recommendations for
legislation to address statutory
provisions described in
Subsection (9)(b)(v).

The State Board is required to 
report on this program to the 
Education Interim Committee 
annually on or before 
November 30.   

https://le.utah.gov/%7E2022/bills/static/SB0191.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter7/53G-7-S221.html?v=C53G-7-S221_2022050420220504
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o incorporate an approved innovation plan; 
and 

o remove an innovation plan that is no 
longer in effect; 

• requires a local school board or charter school 
authorizer to submit approved innovation plans 
to the state board; 

• permits the state board to terminate an 
innovation plan under certain circumstances; 

• requires the state board to: 
o upon request, report to the Education 

Interim Committee on the use of state 
restricted funding an LEA uses to support 
an innovative education program; 

o annually report to the Education Interim 
Committee on innovation plans; and 

o waive certain state board rules; 
• defines terms; and 
• makes technical changes. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
   

 
Because there are no known applications for this 
program at the LEA level and no approved plans have 
been reported to the State Board of Education, a 
recommendation is made that the State Board of 
Education actively create awareness around the 
availability of the program and support local applications 
in the following ways: 
1. Create website space to house bill and program 

information including overviews of approved plans as 
available, 

2. Develop optional application forms that guide 
prospective applicants to include all necessary 
information for program approval, and 

3. Intentionally promote the availability of the program 
through existing communication channels. 
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