Teacher Salary Supplement Program
TSSP - Substantially Equivalent Degrees

The Utah legislative code 53F-2-504 Teacher Salary Supplement Program can be reviewed at
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53F/Chapter2/53F-2-S504.html.

Occasionally, a degree or degree major posted in CACTUS will show as “Other — See Transcript” because the
specific title for the degree or major is not one of the pre-existing options in the CACTUS data base. Because
the degree major does not meet the TSSP system’s pre-screening protocol, the system will automatically
reflect “deny” as not qualifying in the application. However, if you feel that your degree is either not posted
correctly, OR the degree may be considered as “substantially equivalent”, review the following information to
determine the next option:

Option 1:

If your degree is not posted or posted incorrectly, please complete the form “Posting of Degree on CACTUS”
found at https://schools.utah.gov/file/fd015ed5-f69c-4eaa-8f7b-824705b8975e. Please be sure to submit
ORIGINAL transcripts or follow the instructions regarding the submission of electronic transcripts.

Original Documents: Transcript must be an original printed on official transcript paper (but are not
required to be submitted in an officially sealed envelope). To submit original documents, please mail
them to the address exactly as listed below:

USBE — TSSP

250 East 500 South

PO Box 144200

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200

Electronic Documents: For institutions that offer electronic transcripts, the document must be
distributed through an electronic document clearing house to qualify. Please have the etranscript
sent directly to the Utah State Board of Education’s transcript address at
transcripts@schools.utah.gov. Please note that these documents can take 3-4 business days to be
retrieved.

Send an email to tssp@schools.utah.gov requesting the TSSP Program Specialist post the degree in CACTUS.

Option 2:

Determine if you should submit an appeal. Title 53F, Chapter 2, Part 5, Section 504 is the legislative code for
the TSSP program effective July 1, 2019 that states:

(e) "Qualifying educational background" means:

(i) for a teacher who is assigned a secondary school level mathematics course:
(A) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in mathematics; or
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(B) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree that has course
requirements that are substantially equivalent to the course requirements for a
bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in mathematics;

(ii) for a teacher who is assigned a grade 7 or 8 integrated science course, chemistry course,
or physics course:

(A) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in a field of

science*®; or

(B) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree that has course

requirements that are substantially equivalent to the course requirements of those

required for a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in a field
of science;
(i) for a teacher who is assigned a computer science course:

(A) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in a field of

computer science; or

(B) a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree that has course

requirements that are substantially equivalent to the course requirements of those

required for a bachelor's degree major, master's degree, or doctoral degree in a field
of computer science; or
(iv) for a teacher who is assigned to teach special education, a bachelor's degree major,
master's degree, or doctoral degree in special education.
(f) "Qualifying teaching background" means the teacher has been teaching the same supplement-
approved assignment in Utah public schools for at least 10 years.

An example of other equivalency that commonly occurs with degrees such as engineering, with a minor in
mathematics or one of the other qualifying sciences. Please note that coursework completed outside of a
degree or in conjunction with another degree or endorsement does not qualify as “substantially equivalent”
degree. (The Utah legislature and the Attorney General’s Office requires strict adherence regarding this
qualification.)

The review of your transcript for consideration as a “substantially equivalent” degree is completed by
submitting a TSSP Appeal Application found at https://schools.utah.gov/#tab 2797 3.

A “Qualifying Teaching” background must be reflected in CACTUS and is not required to be consecutive years
of experience. For the year to qualify as a year of experience, the educator must have had a current Utah
license, an assignment in Utah public school in a TSSP-qualified subject area with a valid endorsement for the
subject. Educators missing any years of experience, assignments, and/or endorsements must complete an
appeal application and submit the appropriate documentation to the USBE TSSP Appeal committee as soon as
possible and before the May 31t deadline. Refer to the Program Appeals tab of the USBE website for appeal
submission steps.

* Per Legislation, a “Field of science" means:

(i) integrated science;
(ii) chemistry;

(iii) physics;

(iv) physical science; or
(v) general science.

Updated and ADA Compliant as of September 12, 2019


https://schools.utah.gov/#tab_2797_3
https://schools.utah.gov/#tab_2797_3

	TSSP - Substantially Equivalent Degrees
	Option 1:
	Option 2:





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		4Substantially Equivalent2019.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

