CTE CAREER PATHWAYS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

A CTE Career Pathway is a sequence of courses within a student’s area of interest. A Career
Pathway connects from high school to college for a certificate, a degree, and/or career.
Career Pathways help students find their passion by offering
sequences of courses within their area of interest.
H ow

do

CTE C areer P athways

prepare

students for college and career ?

W h at

is a

CTE C a r e e r P at h way ?

A CTE Career Pathway is a sequence of courses
within a student’s area of interest that connects
to career interests and serves as an educational
road map, leading to a credential. Utah has
developed more than 50 Career Pathways that
align with the national Career Clusters®.

How are CTE C areer Pathways beneficial to
students ?
Many CTE Career Pathways offer concurrent
enrollment credit. Participation in a CTE Career
Pathway will save students time and money
toward training and/or a college degree.

W hy should students
C areer P athways ?

participate in

CTE

1. To acquire technical skills training.
2. To participate in hands-on learning.
3. To jump-start their future career.
4. To earn college credit while in high school.
5. To save time and money!

H ow

CTE C areer P athways
postsecondary education ?
do

connect to

CTE Career Pathways help match education
and workplace needs through partnerships
with postsecondary institutions, LEAs (local
education agency), business, and industry.
CTE Career Pathways are the maps that can
help guide students to:
• High school courses.
• Postsecondary options most relevant to their
chosen career destination.

W hat

are the opportunities for students

who participate in a

CTE C areer P athway ?

• Maximize opportunities for students.
• Increase student awareness of careers and
education and training.
• Strengthen the planning process by developing
a Plan for College and Career Readiness.

be a

• Students complete appropriate academic and
skill development courses.
• Students participate in concurrent enrollment
courses that meet degree requirements.
• Students complete related state or industry skill
assessments.
• Students earn industry-recognized credentials
of value.

A re

concurrent enrollment classes

included in a

CTE C areer P athway ?

Yes! CTE Career Pathways may include
concurrent enrollment courses, and credits
earned can be transferred to a college or
university.

I n U tah ,

what number of students are

enrolled in

CTE

courses ?

• 161,596 secondary
• 61,366 postsecondary

W hat

do

students

CTE C areer P athways
for ?

many credits does a student need to

CTE C areer P athway

completer ?

A student needs 3.00 graduation credits to be
a CTE Career Pathway completer. In 2017-2018,
20 percent of students completed a CTE Career
Pathway.

W hat

percentage of jobs require

additional training beyond high school ?

According to the Georgetown University
Center on Education and the Workforce, 35
percent of the job openings will require at
least a bachelor’s degree, and 30 percent of the
job openings will require some college or an
associate degree.

H ow many CTE C areer P athways
in U tah ?

are there

Utah recognizes more than 50 CTE Career
Pathways, that align with the national Career
Clusters.

What subject areas are covered by CTE?
prepare

Postsecondary education and training. High
school students enrolled in CTE Career
Pathways receive advanced occupational
training to pursue postsecondary certificates
and degrees.

W hat does
mean ?

H ow

postsecondary education

From agriculture to engineering to health
science to manufacturing. CTE offers more than
50 CTE Career Pathways within 13 CTE Career
Clusters.

W hat C areer P athways
through CTE?

are offered

For a complete listing of CTE Career Pathways
offered, talk to your high school counselor or
access our website: UtahCTE.org.

Postsecondary education means a one-year
certificate, a two-year associate or technical
degree, or a four-year bachelor’s degree.

A re

W hat
like ?

Yes.
An award program recognizes students who
successfully complete a CTE Career Pathway
while in high school. This award is called the
Secondary Pathway Completer Recognition
Award. Students should talk to their school
counselor about applying for this award.

does a

CTE C areer P athway

look

A CTE Career Pathway includes both foundation
and elective courses within a student’s area of
interest. Students are required to earn a specific
number of credits in order to be considered a
CTE Career Pathway concentrator or completer.

H ow
be a

many credits does a student need to

CTE P athway

concentrator ?

A student needs 1.50 graduation credits to be
a CTE Career Pathway concentrator. In 20172018, 57 percent of students concentrated in a
CTE Career Pathway.

students recognized for completing

the secondary portion of a

CTE C areer

P athway ?

H ow can I learn more
C areer P athways ?

about

CTE

and

CTE

Talk to your school counselor, contact the
Utah State Board of Education, or access our
website: UtahCTE.org.

The graduation rate for students who are CTE
concentrators is 95 percent, compared to
Utah’s statewide graduation rate of 87 percent.
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