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WIDA Testing:
Tools for Measuring 
English Learner Success 

Utah joined the WIDA Consortium in 2013 to support the academic success of English learners 
(ELs). The WIDA Consortium is a national member-based organization focused on advancing 
high-quality, standards-based instruction and assessment for K–12 ELs through research, 
professional learning, and comprehensive language development tools.

Why Utah Assesses English Learners
Federal and state laws require the assessment 
of English learners (ELs) to ensure they receive 
appropriate support and services.

Under Title III of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA):
•	 States must use standardized, statewide 

procedures to identify English learners 
within 30 days of enrollment.

•	 States must set long-term goals and 
track progress toward English language 
proficiency using approved assessments 
aligned with the state’s English Language 
Development standards.

Rule R277-716 
In addition, Utah State Board of Education 
(USBE) Rule R277-716 requires all LEAs to 
administer an approved annual English 
language proficiency assessment to measure 
fluency and progress in:

•	 Listening
•	 Speaking
•	 Reading
•	 Writing

How does this affect accountability?
Utah’s accountability system includes an 
indicator of English Learner Progress (ELP).  
The ELP indicator is intended to reliably 
measure the impact of schools on EL 
students learning academic English.  The ELP 
indicator is calculated based on both student 
progress toward English language proficiency 
and students reaching English language 
proficiency; this can be viewed by the public on 
the school’s report card.



Required Assessments
Utah uses a set of WIDA-developed assessments to identify English learners (ELs) and to monitor 
their progress toward English language proficiency.

WIDA Screener and Alternate Screener (Grades K–12)
The WIDA Screener is a placement test used to identify students who qualify for English learner 
services. It assesses students’ abilities in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

•	 Administered within 30 calendar days of enrollment at the beginning of the school year, or 
within 10 school days if enrolling later.

•	 Students who score between 1.0 and 4.9 qualify for EL services.

WIDA ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS (Grades K–12)
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs is an annual assessment used to measure English language proficiency 
and student growth in the four language domains.
•	 All ELs in Utah are required to take ACCESS each year.

•	 Exit Criteria:
	» Overall Composite Score of 4.2 or higher
	» Speaking Score of 3.5 or higher

Alternate ACCESS Exit Criteria
•	 The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) is currently working to establish exit criteria for 

students who take Alternate ACCESS.

For more info visit: schools.utah.gov/assessment

Or Contact:
Megan Lopez 
(801) 538-7723 
megan.lopez@schools.utah.gov 

Tracy Gooley 
801) 538-7887 
tracy.gooley@schools.utah.gov

http://schools.utah.gov/assessment 
mailto:megan.lopez%40schools.utah.gov%20?subject=
mailto:tracy.gooley%40schools.utah.gov%20?subject=




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		WIDA One Pager.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 4



		Passed: 26



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

