
SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY CHANGES IN UTAH 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

WHAT WILL BE BETTER IN 2018? 
] Additional metrics 

The new system adds metrics for growth among 
a school’s lowest performing students and those 
learning English. It will also award high schools 
for students who successfully complete advanced 
coursework such as Advanced Placement, concur- 
rent enrollment, International Baccalaureate, or 
Career and Technical Education pathways. 

] Changing to an absolute grading system 
Under the new system, schools will be assigned 
a letter grade based on individual merit, not how 
they compare to other schools in the state. The 
State Board of Education will convene a stakehold- 
er group to set criteria for letter grades. 

] No more moving targets 
The old system required letter grade targets to 
move up if a certain percentage of schools earn As 

or Bs. The new system sets “performance thresh- 
olds” for each letter grade, giving clarity on how to 
achieve that grade. There will be no limit on how 
many schools can achieve an A or B. 

] New system increases neutrality 
The system is more equitable with respect to 
schools with large low-income student popula- 
tions. Analyses of the new system indicate there 
will be a reduction in the effect of a school’s socio- 
economic demographics on the school’s grade. 

] New and improved reporting dashboard 
A new online dashboard, to be designed with 
professional and public input, will provide better 
context for grades and allow schools to handpick 
unique strengths to highlight. 

] One accountability system 
Finally, Utah will move toward one accountability 
system to measure school performance. 
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