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Solving a Problem 
  
 One way of looking for the solution to a problem is 
engineering. Engineering isn’t one thing: it’s a process. It’s 
made up of different parts and steps. In the beginning, you 
figure out exactly what the idea in your head is. You talk 
about it, write it down, make a picture. You imagine exactly 
how you want things to be. 
 Then, you learn about your problem. Why are things not 
the way they are in your head? What things about the 
situation should you keep in mind as you’re thinking about 
how to solve it? Are other people looking for a solution to 
this same problem? What have they done? What have they 
learned that might be helpful to you? 
 The next step is to make a design. A design is a plan 
that says how your possible solution is going to look and 
work. You might have more than one design, and usually 
there is more than one possible solution that could work for 
your problem. 
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