Accessible Materials and Assistive Technology Resources

The rapid pivot to emergency remote learning exposed many inequities in our communities,
including barriers to student use of technology. In some cases, the lack of availability of
devices and connectivity in students’ homes is the barrier. For many students with
disabilities, an additional potential barrier is the lack of accessibility of the materials and
technologies selected for remote learning. We are reaching out to offer guidance on best
practices and resources for providing accessible materials and technologies in a timely
manner. This information is intended to support your district's provision of special education
and related services through distance instruction, as outlined by the U.S. DOE March 21st
Supplemental Fact Sheet.

Because the success of providing accessible materials and technologies to all learners who
need them is dependent on effective collaboration, we are encouraging cross-functional
coordination between general and special education at the state and local level.

What is meant by accessible digital materials and technologies?

Many digital materials and technologies are designed without attention to learner variability.
This results in barriers for students with physical, sensory, and learning disabilities who use
built-in accessibility features and assistive technology (AT). In order for students with
disabilities to have a barrier-free digital learning experience, both the material (content in
the form of ebooks, video, etc.) and the technology (delivery systems such as learning
management systems, video players, etc.) must be accessible to them. The standards used
to measure the extent to which products are accessible include the Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.

What can our district do to improve the likelihood that digital materials and
technologies are accessible?

In your LEA's procurement process, include accessibility in policies, guidelines, and vendor
contracts. You can also refer to SETDA’s DMAPS database for Utah'’s information. The National
Center on Accessible Educational Materials for Learning (AEM Center) at CAST provides the
following resources to guide the purchase of accessible digital materials and technologies:

e Best Practices for Communicating Digital Accessibility Requirements in
Procurement Policies & Guidelines

e Five Things Educators Can Do to Buy Accessible
In your LEA's selection process, include accessibility in the list of criteria for quality

instructional materials. As stated by the State Educational Technology Directors Association
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(SETDA) in its Guide to Quality Instructional Materials: “With any adoption of instructional
materials, whether purchased or free, internally or externally reviewed, educators should
ensure that the instructional materials align to standards, address educational goals and are
accessible across the widest possible range of students, including those with disabilities."
The AEM Center provides a supportive guide for evaluating the accessibility of digital
materials, which can be added to your review criteria:

e s |t Accessible? Questions to Ask Before Selecting Educational Materials

In the creation of materials by teachers and other staff, include accessibility as an
expectation of documents, videos, and other learning resources for student and family use.
The AEM Center provides the following resources for creating accessible documents, slide
decks, and videos:

e Designing for Accessibility with POUR (Perceivable, Operable, Understandable,
Robust)

e (reating Accessible Documents (and slide decks)

e Creating Accessible Video

What is available for creating accessible math notation in digital learning
environments?

Math content and instruction can be made more accessible with supports such as text to
speech for reading math expressions aloud, handwriting recognition, and sonification of
graphs. The AEM Center provides the following resource:

e Teaching with Accessible Math
Utah Assistive Technology Teams (UATT)

Utah Assistive Technology Teams (UATT) support school LEAs and IEP teams to evaluate,
acquire, and manage assistive technology for students with disabilities. They support and
coordinate with multi-disciplinary educational and rehabilitation teams to train students,
caregivers, educators, and service providers in the use of assistive technology in education
and in the major life functions of students with disabilities.

See UATT for referral forms and the list of local UATT teams.

Charters schools in Southern Utah can contact Clarissa Draper

(clarissa.b@aggiemail.usu.edu) to arrange for assessments at 801-725-6813.

USBE is working on contracting with an individual to work with charter schools in Northern
Utah and will disseminate that information as soon as a contract is finalized.
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Utah State Instructional Materials Access Center (USIMACQC)

USIMAC partners with Utah K-12 schools to create and provide accessible materials which
enable students who are blind, visually impaired, or otherwise qualified to succeed
independently in their education. USIMAC is a repository and lending works center for
accessibility materials.

National Technical Assistance Centers

The AEM Center provides resources and services to support states, districts, educators, and
families with selecting, acquiring, and using accessible materials and technologies. The AEM
Pilot is a self-assessment and progress monitoring tool for districts. CITES provides guidance
on best practices for developing and sustaining inclusive technology ecosystems, including
coordination between educational technology and assistive technology personnel.

Bookshare

Bookshare provides digital text and braille-ready formats of standard print textbooks and
related print curriculum materials. See Bookshare for Schools for information. Contact your
local UATT team for access to Bookshare accounts.

Thank you for the hard work you are doing on behalf of all students and their families. We
realize that the needs of students with disabilities are among many unique challenges that
your LEA is solving at this unprecedented time.

Contacts

For more questions about accessibility, please contact Lavinia Gripentrog
(lavinia.gripentrog@schools.utah.gov) or Tracy Gooley ()tracy.gooley@schools.utah.gov.

For questions about Digital Teaching and Learning instructional materials, contact Amber
Wright (amber.wright@schools.utah.gov).

ADA Compliant 01/17/2024


https://usimac.org/
http://aem.cast.org/
http://aem.cast.org/
https://aem-pilot.cast.org/
https://aem-pilot.cast.org/
http://cites.cast.org/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/bookshare-me/schools
mailto:lavinia.gripentrog@schools.utah.gov
mailto:tracy.gooley@schools.utah.gov
mailto:amber.wright@schools.utah.gov
mailto:amber.wright@schools.utah.gov

	What is meant by accessible digital materials and technologies?
	What can our district do to improve the likelihood that digital materials and technologies are accessible?
	What is available for creating accessible math notation in digital learning environments?
	Utah Assistive Technology Teams (UATT)
	Utah State Instructional Materials Access Center (USIMAC)
	National Technical Assistance Centers
	Bookshare
	Contacts




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Accessible Materials and Assistive Technology Resources.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

