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Purpose

To clarify the role of a medical diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) when determining
if a student is eligible for the IDEA educational classification of autism.

Role of medical diagnosis

An IDEA education classification of autism is determined by the education team which includes
a group of qualified professionals and the parents. The education team should carefully
consider information from a variety of sources. This may include a medical diagnosis of Autism
Spectrum Disorder. However, a medical diagnosis of ASD is not required to determine that a
student is eligible for special education services under the IDEA autism classification.

IDEA eligibility

A student may be eligible for special education services under the autism classification if the
education team determines (1) the autism affects the student’s educational performance, (2)
the student with autism requires special education and related services, and (3) if autism is the
student’s primary disability. Specific eligibility criteria for the IDEA educational classification of

autism is listed in the Utah Special Education Rules and can be found:
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/lawsregs/rules.htm

The autism education classification may include other conditions included in the autism
spectrum such as high functioning autism, Asperger syndrome, and pervasive developmental
disorder not otherwise specified. The educational classification of autism does not apply (even
though a student may have a medical diagnosis of ASD) if characteristics of other disability
conditions such as emotional disturbance or intellectual disability is the student’s primary
disability.

It may be possible for a student to meet the criteria for more than one education classification,
such as speech-language impairment and autism. For example, a student may present
characteristics for both autism and speech-language impairment. If the team determines that
autism more significantly impacts the student’s education performance, the team may
determine that autism is the primary disability. However, if the speech-language impairment
more significantly impacts the student’s education performance, the team may determine that
speech-language impairment is the student’s primary disability.
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