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IS LANGUAGE 

IMPORTANT?







A SPECIFIC
LEARNING DISABILITY IS:

A _________ in one or more basic 

psychological processes, involving 

_________, either _______ or ______ 

which may manifest itself as the imperfect 

ability to _____, think, _____, _____, ______, 

_______, or do mathematical calculations.



A SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY 
IS:

a disorder in one or more basic 

psychological processes, involving 

language, either written or spoken which 

may manifest itself as the imperfect ability 

to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do 

mathematical calculations.
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ACADEMIC LANGUAGE ?



~ Lavoie, 1989

“If the known relation between 
the variables consists of a table of 
corresponding values, the graph 

consists only of the corresponding 
set of isolated points. If the 
variables are known to vary 

continuously, one often draws a 
curve to show the variation.”



Academic Language that is not 
understood is just noise. 
~ Krashen & Terrell, 1983

Academic Language that is not 
understood is just noise. 
~ Krashen & Terrell, 1983



The Effects of Weaknesses in Oral Language 
on Reading Growth/Academic Achievement

(Hirsch, 1996)
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Chronological Age

Low Oral Language in 
Kindergarten

High Oral Language 
in Kindergarten

5.2 years difference

What Can We Do
To INTENTIONALLY
Narrow This Gap?



WHO REQUIRES 
ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 

INSTRUCTION?



YOUR SCHOOL, 
DISTRICT ?



SAGE 4TH GRADE 
LA

Centennial Exposition, exhibits, primarily, pea-vine, moist, humidity, erosion,
Great Depression, abandoned, groomed, predicted, out-competed

nutrients, deprived, immune, herbicides, 



WHO ARE THE “NON-
RESPONDERS”?

When a high quality 
MTSS/RTI program is 
applied, with fidelity, 70% 
of the lowest 18% improve. 
(Basche, 2006)

What is the most common 
characteristic of those who 
do NOT?





COMPREHENSIVE 
EVALUATION

“In evaluating each student 
with a disability,  the 
evaluation is sufficiently 
comprehensive to identify 
all of the student’s special 
education and related 
services needs, whether or 
not commonly linked to the 
disability category in which 
thee student has been 
classified.”

SLD (Dyslexia?)
Oral Expression
Listening Comprehension
Written Expression
Basic Reading Skills
Reading Fluency Skills
Reading Comprehension
Mathematics Calculation
Mathematics Problem Solving
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