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1. Writing Involves  Thinking!

2. Students must learn  strategies

3. Students need to be able to 
plan, write, and edit 

Why? Research!
1. Students who write become better 
readers! 

2. Students learn to write when given 
daily opps to see others write 

3. Students need frequent opps to write 
without standards!  
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Insta-Charting 
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THE PLIGHT OF THE STRUGGLING WRITER:  
IT’S A JUGGLING ACT! 

(HANSER, 1998) 
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From 
Learning  
to Work 

By Caroline Musselwhite &  
Laurel Richardson, 
From Attainment, 

www.attainmentcompany.com 
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Writing Summary 

This section helps 
students EXPRESS THEIR 
thoughts on paper.  
Students need support in 
learning how to organize 
their thoughts, find the 
vocabulary they need, and 
share their personal selves 
through writing. 



Created by The Center for Literacy and Disability Studies
Department of Allied Health Sciences, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

CB #7335, Chapel Hill, NC 27599,    www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds
Under Contract With the State Department of Public Instruction, Division of Exceptional Children

About the Writing With Alternative Pencils CD
This CD contains printable materials & instructions for making 6 alternative pencil
mini-kits to promote students‛ active engagement in early writing.

This kit can be used by:
 Teachers who have a range of students with varying physical and sensory needs.
 AT trainers who are supporting a range of teams and students.

The following includes a brief description of each pencil and an example of a
completed pencil.
Alternative Pencil #1:    Braille Alphabet Flip Chart
The Braille Alphabet Flip Chart (Erickson, 2004) is intended for students who have limited or no
vision, as well as significant hearing and motor difficulties.   It can be used by students who are unable
to hold a pencil or those who are unable to physically explore a braille keyboard, eye gaze based
alphabet or switch accessible auditory alphabet scan array.  It can be accessed through partner
assisted scanning with support to help the student feel each of the letters and Braille cells.

Alternative Pencil #2:   Braille Alphabet IntelliKeys Overlay
This pencil is meant to work with the IntelliKeys.  The custom made Braille alphabet overlay is
intended for students who may have no vision with some physical ability to explore with their hands.
This overlay can be tactually enhanced with a raised letter labeler and with a Braille labeler (available
from www.independentliving.com).
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Alternative Pencil #3:   Color Coded Eye Gaze Frame
The color coded eye gaze frame (adapted by Erickson, 2000) is intended for students who have some
degree of vision, as well as significant motor difficulties.   It is often used by students who are switch
users and are unable to hold a pencil or physically manipulate a keyboard.  This pencil is used with a
partner who interprets the student‛s eye gazes and records their writing.  Letters are mounted in
groups on a PVC pipe frame.

Alternative Pencil #4:    Print Alphabet Flip Chart
The Alphabet Flip Chart (Hanser, 2003) is intended for students who have some vision, as well as
significant motor difficulties.   This light tech pencil is often used by students who are switch users
and are unable to hold a pencil or physically manipulate a keyboard.  This pencil is used with the
support of a partner/helper and is accessed by the student through “partner assisted scanning.”  The
partner also records the student‛s writing.  The Print Alphabet Flip Chart is an alternative for
students who are not successful with using the Color Coded Eye Gaze Frame.  Hearing is not required
to use the Flip Chart.
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Alternative Pencil #5: Tactual Alphabet IntelliKeys Overlay
This pencil is meant to work with the IntelliKeys.  The custom made tactual alphabet overlay is
intended for students who may have some vision with some physical ability to explore with their hands.
This overlay can be tactually enhanced with puff paint or a raised letter labeler (available from
www.independentliving.com).

Alternative Pencil #6: Scanning Setups in IntelliTalk II
Scanning alphabet setups are intended for students who have some vision, as well as significant motor
difficulties.   It can be used by students who are unable to physically manipulate a keyboard and are
learning to use switches. While hearing is not required, it can be helpful for students to hear the
auditory prompts from each item, as well as the computer reading back what they have written. Two
setups are included.  One setup visually presents the whole alphabet at the same time.  The second
setup presents the alphabet in groups of 4-6 letters.
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Writing With Alternative Pencils CD, $35
(Updated with over 30 alternative pencils!! 2/09)

Writing is typically a challenge for students with speech, sensory and motor difficulties, resulting in limited,

if any opportunities to write.  For professionals, it can be an overwhelming task to find a way for these

students to write when they can’t hold the common pencil or pen.  To help address this problem, the Center

for Literacy & Disability Studies has developed a range of “alternative” pencils that give students access to

the full alphabet.  These pencils can be used by students who are simply “scribbling” or by students who are

beginning to write words.  Each pencil has a brief guide with teaching strategies, sample goals, writing

activities and actual student writing samples.  Printable files and directions for making each of these pencils

are included.  This CD consists of the following alternative pencils:

• ALPHABET EYE GAZE FRAMES:  Includes different eye gaze frame setups that use colored

cards, colored letters, or black/white cards.

• PRINT FLIP CHARTS:  Includes different flip charts that have a range of high contrast colored

letters and backgrounds, including white letters on black background.  Also includes supplemental flip

charts with writing tool choices.  A new number flip chart has been added to support literacy and math!

• BRAILLE ALPHABET FLIP CHART: Includes directions for making supplemental tactual symbols

• CUSTOM MADE ALPHABET INTELLIKEYS OVERLAYS: Overlays can be tactualized and/or

brailled (Overlays require the IntelliKeys):  Includes overlays with different keyboard layouts and a

range of high contrast colored letters and backgrounds.

• SWITCH ACCESSIBLE ONSCREEN ALPHABET KEYBOARDS: Made in IntelliTalk II/III

and includes electronic print flip chart.

Name

Organization

Address

Method of Payment: Cash Check Purchase Order

Cost: $35.00 Quantity Total Due

Send order & payment to: The Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, CB

#7335, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 27599


