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History: 
 
           

          In 2007, the Utah Legislature passed the Critical Languages Program (Senate Bill 80, 

Sponsor Sen. Howard Stephenson) This legislation created a series of initiatives that would 

have long lasting and profound effects on education in Utah. Beginning with the 

establishment of a Governor’s World Language Council, the USOE engaged business and 

education leaders regarding the economic and social benefits of a multi-lingual citizenry. The 

group followed through by creating the Utah World Language Roadmap, a comprehensive 

plan to prepare the populace - linguistically and culturally – for full participation in the global 

marketplace.  

          In 2008, the Utah Legislature responded by passing the International Initiatives (Senate 

Bill 41, Sponsor Sen. Howard Stephenson), which funded a ground breaking early language 

program addition to the Critical Languages program that would grow exponentially and push 

Utah to the forefront of language education in the nation. The elementary Critical Languages 

program was named the Utah Dual Language Immersion (DLI) Program, this Critical Language 

program offered incentives to local districts and schools to implement a program that 

required them to provide instruction exclusively in a language other than English for half of 

the elementary school day. Most of the programs began in first grade, with a few starting in 

kindergarten. Three languages were supported at the implementation outset in 2009: 

Chinese, French, and Spanish. Portuguese was added in 2012. Schools were provided the 
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necessary curriculum and professional development by the USOE to support the program, 

including help recruiting and training teachers. 

           

           

          It is important to note that these are neighborhood schools, and they continue to offer 

a traditional education program (with two exceptions, where the demand was simply too 

great, at Dixie Sun Elementary in Washington County School District and McPolin Elementary 

in Park City School District, thus the entire schools were converted into DLI by the school 

districts). They are all public schools, and student acceptance into the DLI program is done by 

lottery at the district level. If there is room, students from one attendance area may move to 

another in order to be in the DLI program, but there is a waiting list at almost every school in 

the program. Demand far outpaces supply and future expansion is recommended.  

 

Program Model (see charts) 
 

 

In return for volunteering to participate in the DLI program, all schools are required 

to implement the fifty-fifty model (50% of the day in English, 50% in the target language) and 

use two teachers, one who instructs exclusively in the target language for half of the day and 

a second who teaches in English for the remainder of the day. Children move from one 

teacher to the other, changing languages midway in the instructional day. They learn the 

same content that non-immersion children learn at their grade level, the difference being 

that they learn part of it in Chinese, French, Portuguese, or Spanish. They also are expected 

to reach the same learning outcomes at each grade level and take the same grade-level 

assessments (in English) that every child in the state must take.   

          In grades 1-3 math, social studies, science, health are taught in the target language.  In 

addition, a part of the target-language portion of the day is spent in target-language literacy 

instruction so they learn to read and write in the new language. In the English portion of 

their day, students spend the majority of their time in English Language Arts, learning to read 

and write in English. They also spend a portion of the English time receiving reinforcement of 
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the instruction they receive in the target language, e.g. math and the other core content 

areas, to make sure that they learn the English vocabulary they will need.  

          In recognition of the increasing complexity of the curriculum at each grade level, most  

 conceptual instruction in math and social studies is taught in English in grades 4 and 5; 

practical application of these subjects remains in the target language. In the sixth grade, 

social studies shifts back to the target language, and science shifts to English instruction. 

These curriculum changes in the upper grades purposefully allow more time in the target-

language portion of the day for instruction focused on increasing student literacy and 

proficiency in the second language.  

           The Utah DLI program then offers two courses in grades seven through nine: one 

content course in the target language and a second course in advanced language study. 

Participating students are expected to enroll in Advanced Placement language coursework 

and complete the AP exam in 9th grade. 

           As of the submission of this report, only the Spanish program has students at the 

middle-school level as a few Spanish immersion programs were already in existence and had 

students in the upper grades when the DLI program was implemented in 2009. The Chinese 

and French DLI students have now reached 5th grade, and the Portuguese students 2nd grade.  

          In grades ten through twelve, students will be offered university-level coursework 

through blending learning with seven major Utah universities (UU, BYU, USU, WSU, UVU, 

SUU, DSU). Students are also encouraged to begin study of a third language in high school. 

Through this articulated K-12 Utah language roadmap, the state’s students will enter 

universities or the global workforce equipped with truly valuable language and cultural skills 

at the Advanced Level of proficiency in all four skill areas (reading, writing, listen, and 

speaking). 

 
Utah Dual Immersion Video: 
http://www.youtube.com/UtahPublicEducation/#p/a/f/0/hTG0YFU8vWA 
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Growth 
 
           

          Currently there are 20 School Districts and 3 Charters Schools participating. The 

largest school district based on student population is Alpine School District with an 

approximate student population of 72,000, and the smallest school district based on student 

population is South Summit with an approximate student population of 1,450.  

The growth of the program in the state of Utah has been phenomenal. In 2009 there 

were 1,400 students in 25 DLI schools (8 Chinese schools, 5 French schools, 12 Spanish 

schools). The second year of the program there were 5,500 students in 40 schools (14 

Chinese, 6 French, 20 Spanish). By year three the program had grown to serve 9,400 students 

in 56 schools (17 Chinese, 9 French, 30 Spanish). In the current school year, 2013-2014, there 

are 20,000 students enrolled in 98 DLI schools (28 Chinese, 11 French, 5 Portuguese, 54 

Spanish). The implementation of the program has not been without challenges but the 

challenge most frequently mentioned in any discussion with local and state officials is 

meeting the soaring demand by parents for Dual Language Immersion Instruction.  

Although it is not within the scope of this report, it is important to note that more 

than thirty other states have visited the Utah program and multiple DLI programs are 

springing up around the nation based on the Utah model. The Utah program design and 

curriculum materials are being used in states like Arizona, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming in 

the Rocky Mountains, to South Carolina and Georgia in the south, as well as in a major 

initiative in Delaware and soon in Rhode Island. It is inarguable that this model of instruction 

in which public-school children of all abilities and socio-economic conditions, from urban to 

rural areas of the country and from homes in which many languages are spoken, offers a new 

kind of education.  

Thousands of parents have entrusted their children’s education to a new vision of 

education and thousands more will do so in years to come. The fact that this model is being 

disseminated so broadly only reinforces the need for future research demonstrating its 

effectiveness. 
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2013-14 School Year - 98 Dual Language Immersion Schools 

School & Language Address 
Phone 
numbe

r 
School District 

Chinese - 28       

Cascade Elementary 160 North 800 East, Orem, UT 84097-4939 801-610-
8102 Alpine 

Alpine Elementary 400 E 300 N, Alpine, UT 84004 801-756-
8525 Alpine 

Riverview Elementary 273 West Aspen Hills Blvd., Saratoga Springs, UT 
84045 

801-610-
8726 Alpine 

Foothill Elementary 820 North 100 East, Brigham City, UT 84302 435-734-
4916 Box Elder 

North Park Elementary 2800 North 800 East, North Logan, Utah 84341 435-752-
5121 Cache 

Draper Elementary 1080 East 12660 South, Draper, UT 84020 801-826-
8275 Canyons 

Lone Peak Elementary 11515 High Mesa Drive, Sandy, UT 84092 801-826-
8650 Canyons 

Portuguese

French

Chinese
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Ridgecrest Elementary 1800 East 7200 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84121 801-826-
9250 Canyons 

Renaissance Academy 3435 North 1120 East, Lehi, UT 84043- 801-768-
4202 Charter 

JP Stewart Elementary 1155 North Main Street, Centerville, UT 84014 801-402-
1850 Davis 

Syracuse Elementary 1503 South 2000 West, Syracuse, UT 84075 801-402-
2600 Davis 

Heritage Elementary 1354 West Weaver Lane, Layton, UT 84041 801-402-
1200 Davis 

Muir Elementary 2275 South Davis Blvd., Bountiful, UT 84010 801-402-
1550 Davis 

Calvin Smith Elementary 2150 West 6200 South, Taylorsville, UT 84129 385-646-
5020 Granite 

Spring Lane Elementary 5315 South 1700 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84117 385-646-
4906 Granite 

Eastlake Elementary 4389 West Isla Daybreak Rd., South Jordan, UT 
84095 

801-446-
0778 Jordan 

Foothills Elementary 13717 Shaggy Peak Drive, Riverton, UT 84096 801-302-
8599 Jordan 

Monte Vista Elementary 11121 South 2700 West, South Jordan, UT 84095 801-254-
8040 Jordan 

Southland Elementary 12675 South 2700 West, Riverton, UT 84065 801-254-
8047 Jordan 

Sage Creek Elementary 1050 South 700 East, Springville, UT 84663 801-489-
2860 Nebo 

Wasatch Elementary 1080 North 900 East, Provo, UT 84604 801-374-
4910 Provo 

Arrowhead Elementary 545 Arrowhead Trail, Santa Clara, UT 84765 435-674-
2027 Washington County 

Bloomington Elementary 425 Man of War Road, St. George, UT 84790 435-673-
6266 Washington County 

Horizon Elementary 1970 South Arabian Way, Washington, UT 84780 435-652-
4781 Washington County 

Santa Clara Elementary 2950 West Crestview Drive, Santa Clara, UT 84765 435-628-
2624 Washington County 

Three Falls Elementary 789 South 700 West, Hurricane, UT 84737 435-635-
7229 Washington County 

Bates Elementary 850 East 3100 North, North Ogden, UT 84414 801-452-
4580 Weber 

Uintah Elementary 6115 South 2250 East, Ogden, UT 84403 801-452-
4980 Weber 

        

French - 11       

Providence Elementary 91 East Center, Providence, UT 84332 435-752-
6010 Cache 

Butler Elementary 2700 East 7000 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84121 801-826-
7975 Canyons 

Oak Hollow Elementary 884 East 14400 South, Draper, UT 84020 801-826-
8875 Canyons 

Samuel Morgan 
Elementary 1065 North Thornfield Road, Kaysville, UT 84037 801-402-

3450 Davis 

Foxboro Elementary 587 North Foxboro Dr., North Salt Lake, UT 84054 801-402-
5050 Davis 

Diamond Ridge 
Elementary 6034 West Mill Valley Lane, West Valley, UT 84118 385-646-

4858 Granite 
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Morningside Elementary 4170 South 3000 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84124 385-646-
4924 Granite 

Fox Hollow Elementary 6020 West 8200 South, West Jordan, UT 84081  801-282-
1818 Jordan 

Trailside Elementary 5700 Trailside Drive, Park City, UT 84098 435-645-
5680 Park City 

Jeremy Ranch Elementary 3050 Rasmussen Rd. Park City, UT 84098 435-645-
5670 Park City 

Edgemont Elementary 566 East 3650 North, Provo, UT 84064 801-221-
9984 Provo 

        

Portuguese - 5       

Rocky Mountain 
Elementary 55 South 500 East Street, Lindon, UT 84042 801-610-

8117 Alpine 

Sunrise Elementary 225 South 455 East, Smithfield, UT 84335 435-563-
3866 Cache 

Bluffdale Elementary 14323 S. 2700 West, Bluffdale, UT 84065 801-254-
8090 Jordan 

Hillcrest Elementary 960 North 1400 East, Logan, UT 84321 435-755-
2360 Logan 

Lakeview Elementary 2899 West 1390 North, Provo, UT 84601 801-374-
4990 Provo 

    

Spanish - 54       

Cherry Hill Elementary  250 East 1650 South, Orem, UT 84097 801-610-
8105 Alpine 

Harvest Elementary 2105 N Providence Drive, Saratoga Springs, UT 
84045 

801-610-
8709 Alpine 

Orchard Elementary 1035 N 800 E Orem, UT 84097 801-610-
8115 Alpine 

Garland Elementary 450 South 100 West, Garland, UT 84312  435-257-
2600 Box Elder 

Lake View Elementary 851 South 200 West, Brigham City, UT 84302 435-734-
4922 Box Elder 

Heritage Elementary 925 West 3200 South, Nibley, UT 84321 435-792-
7696 Cache 

Alta View Elementary 10333 S. Crocus Street, Sandy, UT 84094 801-826-
7600  Canyons 

Midvale Elementary 362 West Center Street, Midvale, UT 84047 801-826-
8725 Canyons 

Silver Mesa Elementary 8920 South 1700 East, Sandy, UT 84093 801-826-
9400 Canyons 

Mount Jordan Middle 9360 South 300 East, Sandy 84070 801-826-
7400 Canyons (S) 

American Leadership 
Academy 898 West 1100 South, Spanish Fork, UT 84660 801-794-

2226 Charter 

North Davis Preparatory 1765 West Hill Field Road, Layton, UT 84041 801-547-
1809 Charter 

Eagle Bay Elementary 1933 West Clark Lane, Farmington, UT 84025 801-402-
3800 Davis 

Sand Springs Elementary 242 North 3200 West, Layton, UT 84041 801-402-
3850 Davis 

Buffalo Point Elementary 1924 South Doral Drive, Syracuse, UT 84075 801-402-
8400 Davis 
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Farmington Jr High 150 South 200 West, Farmington, UT  84025 801-402-
6900 Davis (S) 

Legacy Jr. High 411 North 3200 West, Layton, UT  84041 801-402-
4700 Davis (S) 

Vista Elementary 4925 South 2200 West, Taylorsville, UT 84118 385-646-
5067 Granite 

William Penn Elementary 1670 Siggard Drive, Holladay, UT 84106 385-646-
4960 Granite 

Mill Creek Elementary 3761 South 1100 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 385-646-
4912 Granite 

Valley Crest Elementary 5240 West 3100 South, West Valley City, UT 84120 385-646-
5061 Granite 

Monroe Elementary 4450 West 3100 South, West Valley City, UT 84120 385-646-
4918 Granite 

West Kearns Elementary 4900 South 4620 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84118 385-646-
5073 Granite(GT) 

Eisenhower Jr. High 4351 South Redwood Road, Taylorsville, UT 84123 385-646-
5154 Granite (S) 

Evergreen Jr. High 3401 South 2000 East, Salt Lake City, UT  84109 385-646-
5164 Granite (S) 

East Elementary 255 East College Ave., Cedar City, UT 84720 435-586-
2840 Iron 

Heartland Elementary 1451 West 7000 South, West Jordan, UT 84084 801-565-
7533 Jordan 

Majestic Elementary 7430 South Redwood Road, West Jordan, UT 84084 801-565-
7458 Jordan 

Riverside Elementary 1220 West 8737 South, West Jordan, UT 84088 801-565-
7484 Jordan 

Herriman Elementary 13170 South 6000 West, Herriman, UT 84096 801-446-
3215 Jordan 

Welby Elementary 4130 West 9580 South, South Jordan, UT 84095 801-280-
1456 Jordan 

Bridger Elementary 1261 North 400 West, Logan, UT 84341 435-755-
2345 Logan 

Horizon Elementary 5180 South 700 West, Murray, UT 84123 801-264-
7420 Murray 

Westside Elementary 740 West Center Street, Springville, UT 84663 801-489-
2800 Nebo 

Bonneville Elementary 490 Gramercy Ave., Ogden, UT 84057 801-737-
8900 Ogden 

T.O. Smith Elementary 3295 Gramercy Ave., Ogden, UT 84403 801-737-
8350 Ogden 

Parley's Park Elementary 4900 N. Silver Springs Drive, Park City UT 84098 435-645-
5620 Park City 

McPolin Elementary 2270 Kearns Blvd., Park City, UT 84060 435-645-
5630 Park City (W) 

Canyon Crest Elementary 4664 North Canyon Road, Provo, UT 84604 801-221-
9873 Provo 

Timpanogos Elementary 449 North 500 West, Provo, UT 84601 801-374-
4955 Provo 

Emerson Elementary 1017 E Harrison Ave, Salt Lake City, UT 84105 801-481-
4819 Salt Lake (GT) 

Jackson Elementary 750 West 200 North, Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 801-578-
8165 Salt Lake  

Mountain View 
Elementary 1380 S Navajo, Salt Lake City, UT 84104 801-974-

8315 Salt Lake  
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South Summit Elementary 535 East 300 South, Kamas, UT  84036 435-783-
4318 South Summit 

Discovery Elementary 650 West 1200 South, Vernal, UT 84078 435-781-
3146 Uintah 

Heber Valley Elementary 600 West 730 South, Heber City, UT 84032 435-654-
0112 Wasatch 

J.R. Smith Elementary 235 East 500 North, Heber City, UT 84032 435-654-
2201 Wasatch 

Midway Elementary 225 South 100 East, Midway, UT 84049 435-654-
0472 Wasatch 

Dixie Sun Elementary 1795 West 1230 North, St. George UT, 84770 435-673-
8978 Washington County (W) 

East Elementary 453 South 600 East, St. George, UT 84770 435-673-
6191 Washington County 

Hurricane Elementary 948 West, 325 North, Hurricane, UT 84737 435-635-
4668 Washington County 

Lava Ridge Intermediate 2425 Rachel Drive, Santa Clara, UT 84765 435-652-
4742 Washington County (S) 

Freedom Elementary 4555 West 5500 South, Hooper, UT 84315 801-452-
4100 Weber 

Majestic Elementary 425 West 2550 North, Ogden, UT 84414 801-452-
4260 Weber 

      
 

 Legislative Funding: Critical Languages - Dual Language Immersion  
 
 
Amount allocated for FY13:  $1,775,000 ($975,000 ongoing and $800,000 one-time) 
 
Amount allocated for FY14:  $2,000,040 (ongoing) 
 
Distribution by LEA for FY14: 

Distribution of Dual Language Immersion Funds 7-1-13 

Alpine SD  $165,000  

Box Elder SD  $30,000  

Cache SD  $95,000  

Canyons SD  $292,000  

Charters:    

      American Leadership $10,000  

      North Davis Prep  $20,000  

     Renaissances   $15,000  
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Davis SD  $190,000  

Granite SD  $234,000  

Iron SD  $10,000  

Jordan SD  $140,000  

Logan SD  $42,000  

Murray SD  $45,000  

Nebo SD  $105,000  

Ogden SD  $20,000  

Park City SD  $90,000  

Provo SD  $152,000  

Salt Lake SD  $35,000  

South Summit SD  $10,000  

Uintah SD  $10,000  

Wasatch SD  $30,000  

Washington SD  $165,000  

Weber SD  $40,000  

USOE  $95,000  
 
TOTAL  $2,040,000  

 

Performance Measures  
 
 

Agency Oversight 

          The USOE World Language & Dual Language Immersion Specialist, Gregg Roberts, 

closely monitors all schools and meets regularly with school principals and district 

administrators. USOE provides state-level leadership for the rapidly increasing number of 

Dual Language Immersion programs in Utah schools in the research, planning, professional 

development and curriculum development phases. For example, the USOE has: 1) developed 
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a generic model language and literacy framework that is aligned to the Utah Core 

Curriculum; 2) developed language-specific versions of that framework in Chinese, French, 

Portuguese and Spanish; 3) developed materials to enable the teaching of other content 

areas, e.g. math, science, art, health and social studies, in Chinese, French, Portuguese and 

Spanish so half of the school day can be taught in those languages while still enabling 

children to meet state standards in all content areas; 4) developed a model for the 

preparation and on-going support of Dual Language Immersion teachers, instructional 

leaders, and principals.  

 
Scientific Research    

Please review the Time Magazine article at the end of the report, which highlights the 

bilingual mind and Utah DLI, and quotes many Scientific research studies about the positive 

academic effects of bilingualism.  

 
Student Outputs 

Performance Measure 1: Utah students in Dual Language Immersion programs will reach 

age-appropriate levels of proficiency in the languages they are studying, and will meet all 

core content-area standards as required by Utah State law.  

 
Participating LEA Outputs 

Measure 1.1 The Utah model for K-12 Dual Language Immersion program is a statewide 

model of a well-articulated sequence of language study that reflects current research in 

foreign language education; provides an uninterrupted pathway for students to meet the 

National Standards for Foreign Language Learning; and prepares students to exit university 

programs at the Superior level of proficiency. (50-50 immersion program with half of school 

day in the target language during grades 1-6.)  

 
Measure 1.2 The immersion programs uses performance assessments to measure learning, 

inform instruction and improve student proficiency in the target languages in a constant loop 

of assessment, feedback, and adjustment.  
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Measure 1.3 The Utah K-12 Dual Language Immersion program prepares students to reach 

the Advanced level of proficiency in the targeted languages by grade 12.  

Measure 1.4 The Utah K-12 Dual Language Immersion program prepares students to meet all 

content area standards required by state law. 

  
Performance Measure 2: Program teachers will be well prepared to teach in a standards-

based immersion program that reflects best practices and current research in second 

language acquisition.  

Measure 2.1 Teachers are knowledgeable about and skillful in teaching, assessment, and 

instructional planning through an on-going, job-embedded professional development 

program.  

 

Performance Method 3: The project will collaborate and share with the profession nationally 

its activities and products.  

Measure 3.1 The project shares in the state and nation the results and products of the 

project, including the generic and the language-specific literacy frameworks and curricula as 

well as the principles and processes developed for immersion programs.  

Measure 3.2 Project staff collaborates with institutions of higher education and other 

districts and states working to develop and evaluate frameworks and curricula in the target 

languages.  

 

Utah University K-16 Partners: Brigham Young University, Southern Utah University, 

University of Utah, Utah State University, Utah Valley University and Weber State University. 

 

Proficiency Benchmarks / Grades 1-12 

In order to provide clear targets to guide instruction, specific proficiency goals for 

every Dual Language Immersion language are set at each grade level in reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening.  

FRENCH, PORTUGUESE & SPANISH 
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Grade  Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

1 Novice Mid Novice Mid Novice Low Novice Low 

2 Novice High Novice High Novice Mid Novice Mid 

3 Intermediate Low Novice High Novice High Novice High 

4 Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Novice High Novice High 

5 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 

6 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 

7 Intermediate High Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 

8 Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 

9 Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High 

10 Advanced Low Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate High 

11 Advanced Mid Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low 

12 Advanced Mid Advanced Mid Advanced Low Advanced Low 

 
CHINESE 
 

Grade  Listening Speaking Reading Writing 

1 Novice Low Novice Low Novice Low Novice Low 

2 Novice Mid Novice Mid Novice Mid Novice Mid 

3 Novice High Novice Mid Novice Mid Novice Mid 

4 Novice High Novice High Novice High Novice High 

5 Intermediate Low Novice High Novice High Novice High 

6 Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 

7 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Low Intermediate Low Intermediate Low 

8 Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 

9 Intermediate High Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid Intermediate Mid 

16 
 



10 Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High 

11 Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate High Intermediate High 

12 Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low Advanced Low 
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3rd Grade CRT Data for 2011-12 

 
In Addition:  

• Schools with DLI programs correlated with low mobility when compared to non-DLI 
schools in the same district. 

• Students from “traditionally marginalized groups” achieve at the same level as 
mainstream students. 

• Students with different demographic characteristics are represented in the DLI 
programs. 

• Students in DLI programs are learning the academic content at the expected rate or 
higher while also acquiring another language.    

 
The Benefits of Dual Language Immersion 

1. Second Language Skills: Students achieve high proficiency in the immersion language. 
2. Performance on Standardized Tests: Immersion students perform as well as or better than 

non-immersion students on standardized tests in English. 
3. Cognitive Skills: Immersion students typically develop greater cognitive flexibility, 

demonstrating increased attention control, better memory, and superior problem-solving 
skills as well as an enhanced understanding of their primary language. 

4. Cultural Competency: Immersion students are more aware of and generally show more 
positive attitudes towards other cultures and an appreciation of other people. 

5. Long Term Benefits: Immersion students are better prepared for the global community and 
job markets where 21st century skills are an asset. 
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