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Utah State Office of 
Education (USOE) ð 
School Finance Section 

The best source of  written 

guidance for undertaking 

school construction projects 

in Utah is the: 



ÅProvides support to ensure life safety 
is met 

ÅIs much less costly than that of a 
local jurisdiction 

ÅEliminates the need for a building 
permit and the cost associated with 
this 

 

USOE school construction 

oversight: 



School Construction 

Resource Manual: 
(Chapter Headings) 

1 ð Facilities Planning 

2 ð School District Building Official and 
Charter School Building Officer 

3 ð School Facility Site Selection 

4 ð Plan Development 

5 ð Plan Review/Value Engineering 

6 ð Bidding Process 

7 ð Inspection Process 

8 ð Maintenance and Operation of the Building 



School Construction and 
Facility Related Procedures 
Reference Guide (including 
Safety) : 

School Construction Resource 
Manual : 

Å http://www.schools.utah.gov/
finance/Facilities/School-
Construction-Resource-
Manual.aspx 



WHO SHOULD  

YOU GET TO 

KNOW AND 

WHY? 



Get to know your local 
jurisdiction(s ), including:  
Å Mayor(s)  

Å Commissioner(s)  

Å Manager(s)  

Å Attorney(s)  

Å Building Official(s)/Inspector(s)  

Å Fire Chief(s)  

Å Etc. 

You may work with any/all of  them frequently.  



Notification of Affected 
Local Government : 
 

Å53A-20-108 (1) (a) A School District 
or Charter School shall notify the 
affected local governmental 
entity without delay prior to the 
purchase of a school site or 
construction of a school building 
or its intent to purchase or 
construct ȣ 



Administrative Rule       
R277-400-9 Cooperation 
with Government Entities:  

A. As appropriate, a local board of 

education or local charter school board 

may enter into cooperative 

agreements with other governmental 

entities to assure proper 

coordination and support during 

emergencies. 



R277-400-9 Cooperation with 
Government Entities continued ȣ 

B. School Districts and local Charter School 

boards shall cooperate with other 

governmental entities, as reasonably 

feasible, to provide emergency relief 

services. The plan(s) shall contain 

procedures for assessing and providing 

school facilities, equipment, and 

personnel to meet public emergency 

needs. 

 



R277-400-9 Cooperation with 
Government Entities ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄȣ 

C. The plan(s)éshall delineate communication 

channels and lines of authority within the school 

district, charter school, city, county, and state. 

(4)  direction and control of emergency 

operations shall be exercised by the executive 

heads of government and school districts and 

charter schools. Local governments, school 

districts, and charter schools retain their 

autonomy and identity throughout all levels 

of emergency operations; 



The Fire Department 
having jurisdiction:  
 

Although the Utah State Fire    
-ÁÒÓÈÁÌȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÊÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
School District  and Charter School fire 
related compliance, the local fire 
department generally works closely 
with each school to provide        
training, educational      
opportunities and support.  



The Health Department 
having jurisdiction.  
 

The designated entity will perform 
reviews of your educational facilities.  
Your School District or Charter School 
will be required  to correct                  
any violations found.  

 Note:  Health Departments        oversight 
varies throughout the state,        
from city, county to regional entities. 



The State Fire 
-ÁÒÓÈÁÌȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȡ 

This agencies has oversight    
of construction, similar to the  
State Office of Education, as it 
relates to fire code in School 
District and Charter School 
facilities.  
Å Phone: 801-284-6350  

Å http ://publicsafety.utah.gov/firemarshal/  

  



UFOMA (Utah Facilities 
Operation and 
Maintenance Association):  
"Providing facilities that fully support the  

K-12 educational program by improving 

serviceability, control, maintenance and 

operational cost of Utah's schools.ó 
 

This group meets in the spring and fall each 

year, providing facility related training. 

Å http://www.ufoma.org/  



Utah State Purchasing:  
This agency can be helpful in 
providing general assistance with 
purchasing guidelines.   
 

Å 801-538-3026 

Å http://purchasing.utah.gov/  
 

Note:  There are additional requirements 
to general purchasing rules and codes for 
schools.  Always check with your local 
School District  or Charter School to see if 
your policies are more stringent. 





CONSTRUCTION  



Construction Project Timeline  
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