
Title IX Prohibits School Districts from Retaliating Against 
Anyone who Attempts to Assert a Right Protected by Statute. 

 

Specifically, Title IX bars school districts from: 

• Intimidating, threatening, coercing or discriminating against an individual 
to interfere with any right or privilege guaranteed by the law. 

 Title IX, OCR evaluates whether:  

1) The claimant engaged in a protected activity;  

2)  The district had notice of the claimant’s protected activity;  

3) The district took an adverse action against the individual at the same  
time or sometime after the individual engaged in the protected activity; 
 

4 A causal connection between the protected activity and the adverse 
action existed.  

When assessing whether an action is “adverse” OCR will consider: 

1) Did the incident affect the person’s work, education or well being in an 
important or substantial manner and whether the alleged action is 
justifiably likely to deter a person from engaging in the protected 
activity. 


