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(NAME OF SCHOOL) to Offer National Foodservice Program
(CITY, STATE)—(NAME OF SCHOOL) recently announced that it will be implementing the ProStart Program during the (DATES) school year. Developed by the National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation (NRAEF), the ProStart program is a two-year curriculum designed to teach high school students the management skills needed for a career in the restaurant and foodservice industry.

Foodservice is one of the nation’s fastest-growing industries, currently employing 12.2 million workers, and is expected to grow to 14 million employees by 2015, with many of those positions in management.

“There are so many different opportunities for young people in the restaurant and foodservice industry,” said (NAME OF SCHOOL SPOKESPERSON, TITLE, NAME OF SCHOOL). “The ProStart program will help us prepare students for those opportunities and establish a foundation for further learning whether the students immediately pursue foodservice careers or go on to hospitality management or culinary programs at the college level.”

The ProStart program gives junior and senior high school students the chance to explore career opportunities and gain the skills needed to operate and manage a foodservice operation by pairing classroom learning with on-the-job experience. As part of the ProStart program, (NAME OF SCHOOL) will combine academic classroom work with the opportunity for students to participate in mentored internships at local restaurants including (NAME OF LOCAL FOODSERVICE OPERATORS IF AVAILABLE).

During the internships, students get hands-on experience in different areas of foodservice. They work directly with industry professionals who serve as mentors to make sure the students are getting as much as possible out of the work experience and have the chance to practice what they learn in the classroom.

“(NAME OF SCHOOL) is excited to partner with (NAME OF LOCAL OPERATORS) to offer student internships. We believe the young people will be able to get a realistic view of the industry and explore the many career opportunities open to them,” said (LAST NAME OF SCHOOL SPOKESPERSON).

The ProStart curriculum was developed by the NRAEF, with guidance from educators and representatives of the restaurant and foodservice industry and is currently being implemented by more than 1,100 schools in 46 states and territories.
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