
Carousel 
Post-reading activity 

 
Objective: TLWBAT make connections, reinforce ideas and content, 
discuss the reading assignment, and form conclusions. 
 
Steps:   

1. Assign students a reading selection. 
2. Divide the reading assignment into categories. 
3. Put the same number of poster board or bulletin board papers 

around the room.   
4. Identify each paper as a category. 
5. Divide the class into groups (the same number as categories) 
6. Give each group a marker and starting category. 
7. Give the groups 5-7 minutes to list as many things they can 

think of to fill each category (they can’t write the same things 
that have already been listed). 

8. Have students move to the next category after every timed 
increment. 

9. When students have been to every category, stop and go over all 
the lists as a class. 

 
Note:  Great for class section reviews! 
 





 



Knowledge Rating Scale 
Pre-reading activity 

 
Objective:  TLWBAT activate prior knowledge, make connections and direct 
reading activities. 
 
Steps:  

1. Select a list of important vocabulary words from your reading 
selection.  Prepare a handout for each student that lists the vocabulary 
words followed by three columns labeled: know it well, have heard/seen 
it, and no clue. 

2. Ask the students to consider each vocabulary word on Knowledge 
Rating Scale and place an X in the appropriate column. 

3. Discuss the words with the students to clarify any misconceptions 
they may have. 

4. Have them read the selection, referring back to the Knowledge Rating 
Scale to check their accuracy of knowledge. 

 
Knowledge Rating Scale 

Birth 

 
Womb 
Ligaments 
Show 
Episiotomy 
Amniotic fluid 
Blood vessels 
Stirrups 
Contractions 
Stages 
Caesaran Birth 
Dilate 
Effacement 
Breech 
Fontanels 

Know it well Have Heard/Seen It No Clue 

 



Opinnionaire/Questionnaire 
Pre-reading activity 

 
Objective: TLWBAT examine their own attitude towards a subject or event, 
activate prior knowledge, and encourage discussion among fellow students. 
 

1. Identify ideas or events in a text you wish to focus on during your 
instruction.   

2. Write a series of questions designed to tap students’ opinions, attitudes, 
and prior knowledge of the subject. 

3. Assign students to interview each other with their opinionnaire. 
4. After interviewing is through, assign students into groups of 4 or 5 and 

have them discuss the topics from the interview. 
5. Have students write a summary of what they learned. 

 
 

Opinionnaire 
Chocolate 

 
1. What words would you use to describe vegetables? 

a. Healthy 
b. Disgusting 
c. Yummy 
d. Rabbit food 
e. Nutrients 
f. Other 
 

2. Chocolate is:  
a. Bad for you 
b. Good for you 
c. Something all women need 
d. Relieves stress 
e. Causes zits 
f. Diet food 
 

3. Which of the following statements do you believe is true?   



a. People that eat chocolate will feel and look younger than those that 
don’t. 

b. Because of the high content of dairy, protein and vegetables it 
contains, a Snickers candy bar is nutrient dense. 

c. Doctors don’t recommend chocolate to sick patients because most 
people don’t do the things doctors recommend anyway. 

d. Only large amounts of chocolate are beneficial to our health. 
 

4. IN a few words, describe your overall feelings about chocolate. 
 
 



People Search 
Pre, during, or post reading activity 

 
Objective: TSWBAT activate prior knowledge or curiousity, direct reading activities, make 
connections, review prior learning, and stimulate motivation for reading. 
 
Steps: 

1. Decide on the topic or theme for your People Search.  This strategy can be implemented 
as a way to introduce a new course, as the beginning of a unit, as an introduction to a 
new chapter of study, or as a review technique. 

2. Prepare 10 to 20 relevant statements or questions about the topic.  If you are 
introducing a new unit, your statements might be more general than If you are 
continuing a unit of study. 

3. Duplicate copies of the People Search and distribute a copy to each student. 
4. Tell students to walk around the room and interview classmates to find someone who 

can answer the questions or perform the required tasks.  Once someone has answered 
the question, the students need to ask the person to sign his or her name on the blank.  
Tell the students to get as many signatures as possible. 

5. Set a time limit of 5-10 minutes for the completion of the People Search. 
6. Have the students share their charts in groups or as a class. 
7. See the example below. 

 
 
     People Search 
 
Find a person who: 
 
1.  Knows what bonding is.         ___________________ 
2.  Knows what the difference between self-esteem and self-concept is. ___________________ 
3.  Knows what part of the body ‘cephalo’ refers to.    ___________________ 
4.  Can explain what a fixation is.      ___________________ 
5.  Knows what the five types of development with children are.  ___________________ 
6.  Can briefly explain Erik Erikson’s theory of development.  ___________________ 
7.  Knows which theorist developed the ‘Hierarchy of needs.’  ___________________ 
8.  Knows what egocentrism is.      ___________________ 
9.  Knows 2 ways to prevent birth defects.      ___________________ 
10.  Has chromosomes.       ___________________ 
11.  Can explain conception.       ___________________ 
12.  Has had a sonogram.       ___________________ 
13.  Knows another name for hemophelia.     ___________________ 
 
 



Prediction Guide 
Pre-reading activity 

 
Objective:  TLWBAT activate prior knowledge, direct reading activities, 
make connections, review prior learning, and stimulate motivation for 
reading. 
 
Steps: 
 

1. Choose some fact-based statements from the text or closely related 
to the text.  The statements need to reflect information the teacher 
feels the students need to know after completing the 
assignments. 

2. Tell students to check the statements that are true. 
3. Ask students to share their answers. 
4. The teacher will be able to determine how much the students know 

about the reading material to be studied. 
 
 
 
 

Prediction Guide 
Carbohydrates 

 
Put a check by the statements you think are correct. 
 

1. All carbohydrates are bad for you and make you fat. 
2. A carbohydrate is one of the essential nutrients. 
3. Some sources of carbohydrates include soda, juice, and corn. 
4. Many complex carbohydrates also offer fiber in the diet. 
5. The only way to lose weight is to exclude all carbohydrates from 

your diet. 







You be the Judge 
Post reading activity 

 
Objective:  TLWBAT read a text selection, write one implicit question 
and one explicit question, and determine correctness. 
 

1. Give each student a 3X5 card 
2. Have the students read the text selection and write one implicit 

question on one side of the card and one explicit question on the 
other side of the card.  (If the students have not learned the 
difference between implicit and explicit, explain that an implicit 
question is one that is not answered specifically in the text but 
clues are often given.  An explicit question is a detailed question 
that is answered directly in the text. 

3. After reading the selection and writing the questions, ask the 
students to pass their card to the next student.  The student 
receives the card, reads the questions and answers one of the 
questions. 

4. The student then passes the card on to the next student.  This 
student answers the remaining question. 

5. The card is then given back to the original owner who ‘judges’ 
whether or not the questions have been answered correctly. 

6. Discuss the questions with the class. 
 
Note: you may have to tell your class ahead of time that line specific 
questions are not acceptable (i.e. what word is on the second page, 
fourth paragraph down, at the beginning of the second line.) 
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