Laundry Soap

Grate or finely chop 1 bar of soap (any kind you like, but remember it will make your clothes smell like the kind you choose so make sure you like the smell and no one in the family is allergic.)

Put grated soap in a pan on the stove and add 4 cups hot water.  Use a large pot because it boils over very easily.  

Cook on low until soap is dissolved – be patient, it takes a while – stir occasionally.

Fill a 5 gallon bucket ½ full of water, then add

½ cup borax

1 cup washing soda

Hot dissolved soap

Stir well, put the lid on or cover with plastic wrap.  Let sit over night.  

Fill bucket with water, stir well.  You have made a concentrate so fill empty detergent bottle ½ full with soap mix, then fill the rest of the way with water.  Use ½ cup for top loading machine, ¼ cup for front loader.

Borax was $3.99 for a 4 pound box, the soda was $2.99 for a 3 pound box, 5 pound bucket was $3.00, a bar of soap is .75 so it is very inexpensive.

DISH SOAP (not dishwasher) 
Cut up 1 pound of hard soap and boil in 1 gallon of water until dissolved, then store in an airtight container.

