Children’s Story Themed Folder

STEP 1: Choose a book from Ms. Gipson’s Classroom Library. Choose one you love because your whole folder will revolve around this book and one of its major themes.

STEP 2: Get a manila folder from Ms. Gipson. Put your name on the upper tab. Do not write on the sides of this folder because you will be decorating it at a later time. This folder will hold all of your ideas and work for this project.

STEP 3: Read the book you have chosen. Write a short summary of the story. Your summary should end up looking something like the following and containing these elements.

Roberts, Tom. (1989). The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  Westport, Connecticut.  Rabbit Ear Books.

Illustrator:  David Jorgensen

Summary

Three clever billy goats outwit a big, ugly troll that lives under the bridge they much cross on their way up the mountain.  The hero seems to be the older brother, because of the remarks made to the troll by the youngest and middle brothers.

About the Author

David Jorgensen as a painter and draftsman, first earning a BFA at the Hartford Art School of the University of Hartford, and then an MFA at Rhode Island School of Design.  For the past 15 years he has taught art as an assistant professor at a small college in Newport.  He currently lives in Newport, Rhode Island with his wife and family.

Setting:  Bridge

Characterization:  Youngest, Middle and Oldest Billy Goats, Troll

Comments:  This is a good example of a situation where the youngest and middle siblings look up to the oldest sibling and expect great things.
STEP 4: Design a cover page for your story; it needs to have the title, author, a picture, and the theme from the story that you have chosen to focus on, on it. The final draft of this will be on white copy paper.

STEP 5: Begin research for your children’s story themed folder. Your folder must contain:

· A cover page with the title and author of the book

· Short summary of the story

· A list of key words or concepts

· At least 3 (minimum) related children’s books, listing title, author, and a short summary

· A list of at least 3 suggested videos and/or dvds related to the theme

· At least 3 children’s songs and/or finger plays related to the theme

· At least 6 activities/games related to the theme: divided into large motor/small motor skill sets.  Variety is the key! Include game, puzzle pieces, patterns when appropriate.

· Include art and science activities ideas if applicable

· Appeal to as many senses as you can; include healthy food-related activities.  Suggested field trips are also appropriate.  

· Role playing/imagination activities
***LIMIT COLORING/workbook-type ACTIVITIES ! They are so uncreative and frustrating for young children.

***Any puzzles, games, patterns, etc. that are separate from the Idea Folder should be individually packaged in a labeled Ziploc baggie in the kit.  

