CHiILDREN”S BOX THEME IDEAS

The Theme Kit must include the following:
        A bag, bucket, or other suitable container to hold materials
        The book itself
        At least one manipulative toy related to the theme
        Idea Folder that contains the following:
                A cover page with the title and author of the book
                Short summary of the story
                A list of key words or concepts
                At least 3 (minimum) related children’s books, listing title, author, and a short summary
                A list of at least 3 suggested videos and/or dvds related to the theme
                A t least 3 children’s songs and/or finger plays related to the theme
                At least 6 activities/games related to the theme: divided into large motor/small motor skill sets.  Variety is the key.
                        Include game, puzzle pieces, patterns when appropriate.
                Include art and science activities if applicable
                       LIMIT COLORING/workbook-type ACTIVITIES (I really discourage these because they are so uncreative, and frustrating for young children. 
        Appeal to as many senses as you can; include healthy food-related activities.  Suggested field trips are also appropriate.  
Role playing.  

        Any puzzles, games, patterns, etc. that are separate from the Idea Folder should be individually packaged in a labeled Ziploc baggie in the kit.  Laminate materials whenever possible.
Hope this is helpful. 
Rather than a “box project,” I have students(may work with 1 other person) create a theme kit to enrich a kindergarten-appropriate book. (Yard sales are a great source of inexpensive, gently used books.) We present the theme kits to the kindergarten students and leave them with the teachers for students to take home during the school year on a rotating basis.  I also have them write single-concept books that may or may not relate to the theme kit.  The pages are laminated and spiral bound, also presented to the kindergarten students.  Students are quite conscientious with these projects because they know they are not just “for a grade.” 
 HAVE MY STUDENTS REWRITE THEIR FAVORITE CHILDHOOD STORY AND GIVE IT A DIFFERENT TWIST WITH A NEW ENDING.  FOR EXAMPLE: THREE PIG AND THE SWEET LITTLE WOLF.

THEY HAVE TO CREATE PICTURES TO GO A LONG WITH THEIR STORY. 

THEIR PICS HAVE TO HAVE VIBRANT COLORS.

I ALLOW THEM TO USE THEIR COMPUTERS AT HOME AND THE FRONT  COVER MUST HAVE TITLE, PICTURE AND AUTHOR, 

I PROVIDE CARD STOCK FOR THEM TO DO THE COVER(FRONT AND BACK)

THEY ALSO HAVE TO CREATE ANN ACTIVITY PAGE FOR THE CHILD....

     A. A PICTURE TO COLOR

     B. WORD SEARCH

     C. CONNECT THE DOTS 

OR SOME THING OF THIS NATURE.

 

I TEACH THEM ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF READING TO CHILDREN, HOW TO READ TO CHILDREN , THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD READING POSTURE, READING DYNAMICS AND QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES OR WAYS TO CHECK FOR COMPREHENSION.

 

THEN, THEY HAVE TO READ THEIR NEW BOOK TO THE ENTIRE CLASS.

