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CAREER DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY #2
The World of Work

Standard 1: Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options and relate personal skills, aptitudes, and abilities to education planning and future career decisions making.
Objective 1-2: Learn about the changing nature of the workplace, the value of work to society, and the connection of work to the achievement of personal goals.

Objective 1-3: Assess and apply interests, personal skills, aptitudes and abilities to education planning and future career decisions.



Time: 45-50 minutes


Materials:

· Recording of the song “Nine To Five” by Dolly Parton (available through RCA) 
· Recording of the song “Heigh-Ho” from Snow White (available through Disney), or another relevant song or movie clip of your choice.
· The Real Game (pages 26-30) 

· Student record books  

“What I Know About the World of Work” questionnaire RB 
(Teacher Copy CD 2.4-2.5) The original 4-page master for this is in The Real Game

“Sky-High Five—Applied” RB (Teacher Copy CD 2.8)
· Program Area Signpost Chart (Teacher Copy CD 2.9)
· Utah CTE Areas of Study Pathways List:

http://www.schools.utah.gov/cte/documents/pathways/PathwaysList.pdf
· Samples of Individual Pathway Charts: http://www.schools.utah.gov/cte/pathways_educator_pathways.html
· Job, Occupation, and Career Definition Overhead 

(Teacher Copy CD 2.6)
· Poster: “Sky-High Five” messages and/or overhead 

(Teacher copy CD 2.7)
· Overhead projector
· “Charting Your Future” Resource


Rationale: This activity should be taught the day after students participate in the activity from The Real Game called “The Dream.” Students will be introduced to key career development concepts such as definitions for job, occupation, and career, as well as the “Sky-High Five” concepts from The Real Game. Students need to be aware of the Area of Study Pathways lists and sample individual Pathway charts. They will build upon these foundational concepts throughout the CTE Introduction course.



What?: In what activity will the student participate?
[3-5 minutes] As students enter the classroom, have a tape or CD playing “Nine to Five,” “Heigh-Ho,” or another relevant song or movie clip. Use this to emphasize that in just a few years students will be entering the world of work. If they are going to make their dreams from yesterday’s activity come true, they must understand how to succeed in the working world.  Explain that today you are going to see how much they already know about the world of work and introduce them to several key concepts that will be used throughout the CTE Intro course and their lives.
[25-30 minutes] Show students the Area Pathways Signpost chart. Point out the eight program areas of CTE. Explain to the students that each program area has “Pathways” that can help them to prepare for a career. Currently there are more than 60 Pathways developed. Each pathway has a chart that outlines the courses available in junior high/middle school through high school that lead to post secondary training. Show students examples from each of the eight areas of study. Chart pages are available on the website:  http://www.schools.utah.gov/cte/pathways_educator_pathways.html
Option: Have students complete the questionnaire, “What I Know About the World of Work” from The Real Game (student copy included in RB ) as outlined on page 26 of the facilitator’s guide, beginning with item number 2. 
It is recommended that the teacher consider having students take turns reading the questions out loud to keep the class working together. You may find it helpful to do one page of the questionnaire and score it before moving on to subsequent pages. Students enjoy holding their thumbs up to show they agree with the statement, putting their thumbs down to show they disagree with the statement, and holding their thumbs horizontal if they don’t know. The key to the questionnaire is found in the facilitator’s guide. If you feel the need to discuss answers, be sure to keep it brief. Remember that this activity is only an introduction. However, when you come to question six take time to fully define the terms job, occupation, and career (CD 2.6):


job – a position with specific duties and responsibilities in a particular workplace. 


For example: portrait photographer at the department store in Pleasantville.


occupation – a cluster of jobs with common characteristics requiring similar 
skills. For example: photographer.


career – the totality of all work—paid and unpaid—one does in his or her lifetime.

Have students turn to the glossary section of the student record books and write down these definitions.
[5-10 minutes] Introduce the “Sky-High Five” Messages found in the facilitator’s guide. These messages summarize the important points that students should understand from the “What I Know About the World of Work” questionnaire. The poster containing these messages should be displayed in the classroom. The teacher can also use the overhead CD 2.7 while discussing the messages. One effective way to introduce these messages would be to hold up an object which illustrates each of them as it is introduced (i.e., a slide rule to illustrate that change is constant, a graduation cap to illustrate that learning is ongoing, a road map to illustrate focusing on the journey, a heart to illustrate follow your heart, a yearbook to illustrate accessing your allies). 
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