CAREER DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY #16
Increasing Career Options Through 
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Education/Lifelong Learning

UtahFutures Activity



Standard 1: Students will be knowledgeable about the world of work, explore career options and relate personal skills, aptitudes, and abilities to education planning and future career decision making.

Objective 1-1: Identify and practice the attitudes, knowledge, and skills that contribute to effective learning in school and across the life span, including recognizing that completion of high school with essential academic and CTE coursework provides a wide range of substantial post-secondary and career options.

Objective 1-2: Learn about the changing nature of the workplace, the value of work to society, and the connection of work to the achievement of personal goals.

Objective 1-3: Assess and apply interests, personal skills, aptitudes and abilities to education planning and future career decisions. 


Time: 45-50



Materials:

· Computer Lab – Into Careers Web-based CIDS

· Optional – Student record book with “Bobilator” worksheets. 
· “Charting Your Future” Resource



Rationale: Surprisingly, research indicates that these early middle school/junior high school years are critical in helping students commit to staying in school. For instance, students who are going to drop out of school have often made that decision as early as 7th grade, even if they don't leave school for several more years. The U.S. Department of Education has found that students who commit to post-secondary education (PSE) by 8th grade are more likely to pursue PSE. 



What?: In what activity will the student participate?

[10 minutes] When people ask you, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”,  what do you think of? Do you have an occupation in mind that interests you? Why does that occupation interest you? How do you know about this occupation? What do you know about this occupation? What kind of work would you do? What kind of training does it require? Where would you work? Would you work with people or things?

Discuss with students that these are just some of the questions they need to ask as they explore careers.

[30 minutes] Teacher Hint: This activity can be done in the computer lab, or on paper using the student record book. If you use the lab, it is beneficial to work through the activity together. The activity includes step-by-step instructions. Students will stay involved with this computer facilitated activity if you provide many examples, ask for student input or comments, and keep the discussion lively.



So What?: What will the students learn as a result of participation in this activity?
In the “Bobilator,” activity students will explore occupations with new names. They will then rate these non-familiar occupations using several sets of information:

· Which career sounds the most interesting

· Which one sounds the most interesting after the occupations are explained

· Salary ranges

· Number of jobs openings available each year

· How much training is the student willing to complete

· What working conditions are important

It will help students evaluate careers with more information than I could make a lot of money!
Instructions to access the Bobilator: 

· Log onto Into Careers
· Click (top tab) – “Where am I going?”

· Click (left side) – “Occupations”

· Click (left side) – “Bobilator”

In the end, students will look at what is important to them in an occupation. 

Now What?: What can the student do with this new information in regard to career development? 

[5 minutes] After the students complete the activity, discuss the Bobilator Decision Sheet 2 with the students. 
Questions can include:

Which step's information is most important to each student?

Which step's information is least important to each student?

Which occupation did each student rank as his/her top decision?

How much training is necessary for the occupation you chose?

· Some high school

· High school diploma

· College and its various degree programs

· Apprenticeship programs

· Technical schools and other training programs

· Applied Technology Center
How can you start planning for and exploring occupations now?

Students should be encouraged to begin exploring and planning for possible occupations and post-secondary education programs. In addition, students should review the types of courses available to them in high school and how those courses connect to occupations. How can they use high school for career exploration and preparation?

 

REMINDER:  You may want to complete the applicable section of the “Charting Your Future” resource at this time unless you plan to complete the chart as a separate activity day.
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