“Forty percent of all 17-year-olds do
not have the necessary math skills— 
and more than 60 percent do not
have the necessary reading skills—
to work in a $33,000 per annum
production job at a modern 
auto plant.”

ACT,Inc., “The National Job Analysis Study: A Project to Identify Cross-
Occupational Skills Related to High Performance Workplaces,” 
November 1995

The American Management
Association reported that 38.3
percent of job applicants tested in
1999 lacked sufficient skills 
for the positions they sought.


American Management Association, “Workplace Testing, Basic Skills, JobSkills Psychological Measurement, Summary of Key Findings,” 2000, p. 1.
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