CTE INTRO --NON TRADITIONAL CAREERS LESSON PLAN 

Gender and Career Choice

Objectives:

1. Students will discuss traditional male and female careers.

2. Students will examine how career choice may be influenced by gender.

3. Students will become familiar with the USOE/CTE Nontraditional Career Brochures.

4. Students will use critical thinking and writing skills.

Time:
45 – 50 minutes

Grade Level: 
7-8

Materials Needed:  
1. Men and Women Signs (3) – included in lesson materials

2. Sticky notes

3. Career List -- included

4. Box

5. Copies of Nontraditional Careers brochures found at:  http://www.schools.utah.gov/cte/nontrad_resources.html
6. Handout:   Investigating a Nontraditional Career

	Time in

Minutes
	Activity

	5 
	Starter Activity. 

As students come in, teacher will give each student two (2) sticky notes.  On ONE sticky note the teacher will write one career from the list of careers provided.  On the other sticky note, have the student write a career he/she is interested in pursuing.

Teacher will hang up the men and women signs on opposite walls of the classroom and ask students to place their sticky notes under the man sign if the job is typically held by men or under the women sign if it is traditionally held by women.  If a student feels the job is gender neutral, have the student place it under the sign with both figures.



	10 
	Discussion.

Pull a sticky note from each sign and discuss the following questions.  Then, if applicable, move the note to the gender neutral sign.  Do this for several sticky notes.

Sample discussion questions are listed on the following page.

Discussion questions:

· Why do you think this career is mostly filled by men (women)?

· Could anyone do this job or are there restrictions based on gender?

· Why would a man (woman) consider this as a career?

· Should gender always determine career or job choice?



	30
	Brochure Activity – Writing Exercise

Working individually or in pairs, students should pick a brochure from the box at random.  Students should look through the brochure and answer the questions on the handout.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY:  Each pair or individual could create a poster of the career area they chose and give a short presentation to the class regarding that nontraditional career pathway.



	3
	Lesson Wrap Up.

Students should turn in the handout.
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