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In your career as a counselor think of a 
student that changed your life?  



Overview 
 Common Core and  its 

importance to students 
 Background Information 
 Language Arts Core 
 Overview 
 Differences 
 Student performance 

expectations 
 Mathematics 
 Overview 
 Differences 
 Student performance 

expectations 
 Counseling Implications 

 
 

 



Why is the Common Core important for 
students? 

 
 Students need a high 

quality, consistent 
education. 
 

 Students need rigorous 
post secondary and career 
ready literacy and 
numeracy skills. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do we need a common core?
Common core state standards will help us ensure students are receiving a high quality education consistently from school to school and from state to state.  Currently students are measured against a moving target.  Materials and resources for teachers have been based on standards from states with big buying power.  Adoption of the common core standards will help us develop and provide high quality curriculum and courses.
We need rigorous post-secondary and career ready standards.  Data shows that students need literacy and numeracy skills that will help them be ready to compete in the emerging global marketplace. This expectation is just as important for young people who enroll in occupational certificate programs after high school; success in these programs and in on-the-job training requires the skills and knowledge embedded in the core standards.

We have Promises to Keep!  Adoption and implementation of the state common core standards aligns with the Utah State Board of Education’s Promises to Keep  initiative.  We believe that the new core will better keep our promises to Utah’s school children.
Ensure literacy and numeracy
Provide high quality instruction
Establish curriculum with high and relevant standards
Require effective assessment and accountability





Why is the Common Core important for 
students?  

 Jobs require more 
postsecondary education 

 Emergence of a 
knowledge based 
economy 

 2018: 66% of all jobs in 
Utah will require 
postsecondary education.  



How was the Common Core Developed? 
 

 Research 
 Surveys 
 Data 
 Comparisons 
 Oversight 
 State Guidance 
 Endorsing Partners 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How was the common core developed?

The developers made careful use of a large and growing body  of evidence about standards and instruction.  This evidence included scholarly research; surveys on what skills are required of students entering college and workforce training programs; assessment data identifying college ready performance; and comparisons to standards from high-performing states and nations. An advisory group including experts from Achieve, Inc., ACT, the College Board, the National Association of State Boards of Education and the State Higher Education Executive Officers oversaw the production of the standards. Specialists from the participating states, including Utah provided feedback and guidance.  Finally, approval was sought from organizations and educational groups who became endorsing partners.  
The list of Endorsing partners includes but is not limited to:  former governors, politicians from both parties, foundations (GATES, Hunt Institute, Fordham), ASCD, companies (INTEL, DELL) and assessment experts (the College Board).



Strengths of the Common Core Standards: 

 Aligned 
 Clear, understandable 
 Rigorous & essential skills 
 Build on current standards 
 Informed by top 

performers 
 Are evidence-based 
 Are voluntary!!! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strengths of the common core state standards.  They:
Are aligned with college and work expectations.
Are clear, understandable and consistent.
Include rigorous content, essential academic skills and application of knowledge through high-order skills.
Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards.
Are informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are prepared to succeed in our global economy and society.
Are evidence-based.
Are voluntary, not Federally mandated!!!!




  



What  to expect in Language Arts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Common Core State Standards for English/Language Arts focus on literacy in English, Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. They are designed to ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of high school. The K-12 Language Arts standards progress from kindergarten through twelfth grade to meet this goal.




The K-12 Language Arts Common Core 
Standards are… 

 Mapped backwards from the 
Career & College Readiness 
Anchor Standards 

 Organized in 4 strands with 
technology integrated: 

 Reading: Literary and 
Informational Texts 

 Writing: Argumentation, 
Expository, and Narrative. 

 Speaking & Listening 
 Language & how it functions 

in communication 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Language Arts Standards are:
• Aligned with college and work expectations and Rigorous in content and application of  knowledge through high-order skills.
• The college and career readiness standards are the same in grades K through 12; however, text complexity and skill specificity differ at each
level.
The overall focus of the core is on the depth of comprehension in reading and writing in all subject areas.
• There is a heavy emphasis on writing and grammar, beginning in Kindergarten.  There are three genres of writing (narrative, informative/explanatory, and argument) implemented at each grade level.
• •There is a heavy emphasis on informational text, (70-30 ratio by late high school).
There is greater emphasis on technology driven instruction, including digital reading, writing and multi-media production.
There is a pervasive demand for higher-order thinking and production.
There is a heavy emphasis on informed, individually-responsive instruction.



What to expect in Mathematics?  

 Framework for more 
robust mathematics 

 Provides clearly defined 
performance standards 

 Integrates concepts of 
algebra, geometry and 
statistics into secondary 
coursework.  



Mathematics Pathway 
Courses in higher level mathematics: pre calculus, calculus, advanced 

statistics, discrete mathematics, advanced quantitative reason, or courses 
designed for career technical programs of study.   

Algebra II 

Geometry 

High School 
Algebra I 

Traditional 
Pathway 

Mathematics 
III 

Mathematics 
II 

Mathematics 
I 

Integrated 
Pathway 



New Mathematics Courses 
 Middle grades- Bridge the 

Gap 
 Sixth grade 
 Seventh grade/ honors 
 Eight grade/ honors 
 

 High School Course- 
Prepare for post-secondary 
 Secondary mathematics I/ 

honors 
 Secondary mathematics II/ 

honors 
 Secondary mathematics III/ 

honors 
 



Overview of mathematic concepts for Middle 
School 

 6th and 7th grades.  
 Ratios and proportional 

relations  
 Number system 
 Expression and equations 
 Geometry  
 Statistics and probability 

 

 8th grades 
 Adds functions  



Overview of mathematic concepts for high 
school 

 9th, 10th, 11th grades 
 Number and quantity 
 Algebra functions 
 Modeling 
 Geometry 
 Statistics and probability  



Mathematical practices for all the standards 

 Make sense of problems 
and persevere in solving 
them. 

 Reason abstractly and 
quantitatively  

 Construct viable 
arguments and critique 
the reasoning of others  

 Model with mathematics  



Mathematical practices for all the standards 

 Use appropriate tools 
strategically  

 Attend to precision 
 Look for and make use of 

structure 
 Look for and express 

regularity in repeated 
reasoning 

 



Activity 

 What do counselors need 
to know about the 
Common Core to have an 
effective SEOP for 
students, parents, and 
families? 



Key Points 

 Performance expectations 
 Course sequencing  
 High school requirements  
 Assessments 
 Support systems for 

students 

 



Questions? 
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