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Course Taking Patterns

• On U-PASS report beginning                 
Summer 2009

• 2009 report will use                                        
SY 2008-09 data 
–submitted to                       

clearinghouse                                                      
July 15, 2009



Course Taking Patterns
• Schools that have a 9-12 grade 
• Schools marked as “Regular Education” for  

F/S School Type in CACTUS
– Excludes schools marked as

Special Education
Vocational Education
Alternate Education
Youth in Custody
Supplemental Services
Residential Treatment





Course Taking Patterns

• Will report for Language Arts, 
Mathematics, and Science courses
– Includes Special Ed and ESL courses in the 

areas
– Includes CTE courses that are Applied 

Advanced and Supplemental (AAS)

• See course list



Course Taking Patterns

Subject Area and Course Type1
Grade 9 Grade 10

Attempted
Earned

Attempted Earned
n % n %

M
at

he
m

at
ic

s

Algebra
Geometry
Algebra 2
Precalculus
Calculus
Advanced Math Elective
AP/IB Math Courses
Math Concurrent Enrollment2
CTE Math AAS3

All Mathematics4

S
ci

en
ce

Earth Science Core
Biology Core
Chemistry Core
Physics Core
Advanced Science Elective
AP/IB Science Courses
Science Concurrent Enrollment2
CTE Science AAS3

All Science4

La
ng

ua
ge

 A
rts

Lang Arts Foundation Course
Language Arts Elective
AP/IB/College Prep LA Courses
Lang Arts Concurrent Enrollment2
CTE Lang Arts  AAS3

All Language Arts4

AAS = Applied, Advanced and 
Supplemental

Categories are not mutually 
exclusive

Concurrent Enrollment category 
does not include CTE AAS 
courses

Subject area “totals” do not 
include CTE AAS courses



Measure:  Credits Attempted
Credits Earned

• Will use the reported Credit Attempted and 
Credit Earned for each student and course 
code at a school

• Aggregates over course 
section number, period, 
teacher, and course 
entry/exit dates



Measure:  Credits Attempted
Credits Earned

If a student had the following enrollment records for Language 
Arts 9 (06-02-00-00-040), 

Course 
Section Period Teacher 

Course 
Entry 

Course 
Exit 

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

001 4 123456 8/22/2007 1/11/2008 .5 .5 
002 2 987654 1/15/2008 5/22/2008 .5 .25 

The enrollment records would be aggregated into one student 
course enrollment for that student. 

Course Credits Attempted Credits Earned 
06-02-00-00-040 1 .75 

 



Credit Reporting
If a student…

– enrolled for the whole course → attempted 
full credit for the course

– enrolled for half the course → attempted 
half credit

– enrolled in a course for a short period of 
time, did not “take” the course → attempt 
no credit  



Measure:  Credits Attempted
Credits Earned

If a student had the following enrollment records for Language 
Arts 9 (06-02-00-00-040), 

Course 
Section Period Teacher 

Course 
Entry 

Course 
Exit 

Credit 
Attempted 

Credit 
Earned 

001 4 123456 8/22/2007 1/11/2008 .5 .5 
002 2 987654 1/15/2008 3/12/2008 .25 .25 

The enrollment records would be aggregated into one student 
course enrollment for that student. 

Course Credits Attempted Credits Earned 
06-02-00-00-040 .75 .75 

 



Variety in Credit Reported

• 2008 data shows much variation in credit 
reporting between districts and schools

• The same course may have been given 
.25 credits at one school                         
and 4 credits at another

• If we look at the mode credit attempted 
(excluding those with no credit 
attempted) we see some of this variety.



Mode Credit Attempted: Language Arts
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Mode Credit Attempted: Math
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Mode Credit Attempted: Science
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Credit Reporting
• More than 100 schools typically 

reported less than one credit for a 
Language Arts, Math or Science 
course 

• 16 schools typically reported more 
than one credit for a Language Arts, 
Math or Science course 

• Needs to be justified by seat time
–About 140 hours = 1 credit



Action Required

• Review LEA reports
–Will be put on MoveIt

• Check if reported credit               
attempted and credit                           
earned accurately

• Make changes for future as needed 
(2007-08 data will not change)
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