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English for Speakers of Other Languages
High Intermediate (ESOL 5) Completion

Individual understands and communicates in a variety of contexts related to daily life and work.
Understands and participates in conversation on a variety of everyday subjects, including some unfamiliar
vocabulary, but may need repetition or rewording. Clarifies own or others’ meaning by rewording.
Understands the main points of simple discussions and informational communication in familiar contexts.
Shows some ability to go beyond learned patterns and construct new sentences. Shows control of basic
grammar but has difficulty using more complex structures. Has some basic fluency of speech.
Individual reads moderately complex text related to life roles and descriptions and narratives from
authentic materials on familiar subjects. Uses context and word analysis skills to understand vocabulary,
and uses multiple strategies to understand unfamiliar texts. Makes inferences, predictions, and compares
and contrasts information in familiar texts. Writes multi-paragraph text (e.g., organizes and develops
ideas with clear introduction, body, and conclusion) using some complex grammar and a variety of
sentence structures. Makes some grammar and spelling errors. Uses a range of vocabulary.
Individual functions independently to meet most survival needs and uses English in routine social and
work situations. Communicates on the telephone about familiar subjects. Understands radio and television
programs on familiar topics. Interprets routine charts, tables, and graphs, and can complete forms and
handle work demands that require non-technical oral and written instructions and routine interaction with
the public. Uses common computer software, learns new basic applications, and selects the correct basic
technology in familiar situations.
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